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BASUG-Oxfam Novib meet Bangladesh Bank Governor:         

Reduced interest rate for potential migrant investors in SME 
 
Delegates from BASUG, Oxfam Novib and The Network University held two separate meetings with the 

Governor of Bangladesh, Dr. Atiur Rahman at his office in Dhaka between February and May of the current 

year. The delegates apprised the Governor of the findings of the just-concluded project, ‘Remittance for 

Community Development’ (RfCD) and discussed issues on how to attract diaspora investment in the country. 

The Governor appreciated the idea of BASUG when its member present in the meeting proposed that migrants 

willing to invest in Bangladesh, especially in SME sector, should be given loans (refinancing facility) at a 

lower interest rate under cluster program. The Governor advised the delegates to take up the issue with the 

SME division of the central bank and do the needful. The delegates from the Netherlands included Wim 

Stoffers, head of Global Link, Oxfam Novib, Ismail Awil, Alvicília Pereira Praia, Finance Officer, Oxfam 

Novib, Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Chairman, BASUG and Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, Advisor & Director Projects 

of BASUG.  

(Photo: Meeting with Bangladesh Bank Governor Dr. Atiur Rahman (left) at his office in Dhaka. From right: 

Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Prof Gerd Junne, Danielle de Winter & B.M. K. Zaman. Photo: Kanak, BASUG) 

Earlier on 24 February in another meeting with the Dutch delegates (delegates included Professor Gerd Junne 

of The Network University, researcher Danielle de Winter of TNU, Bikash Chowdhury Barua of BASUG, 

B.M.K. Zaman, Board member and Kanak Barua, Assistant Director, Projects and Development of BASUG ), 

the Governor suggested that migrants should first and foremost invest in Diaspora Bonds which according to 

him, offer very advantageous conditions. Dr. Atiur said, most people at the end are not entrepreneurs, and 

their investment would be much safer if they invest in bonds. He became more interested in RfCD when the 

delegates explained that they wanted to link migrant investments to existing activities (accepting that not 

every migrant is an entrepreneur), for example the SME program and the Women Entrepreneurship program 

of Bangladesh Bank. The Governor disclosed that Bangladesh Bank was about to compile a databank on all 

Non Resident Bangladeshi (NRBs) to provide them with information. Together with the Dhaka Chamber of 

Commerce and Industries (DCC&I), a project to select and train 2000 entrepreneurs was nearing completion 

(the business plans were submitted and should be on the Chamber of Commerce website in May). The 
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Remittances Fair in London held last year was more of a non-shot event, - the commercial banks, he added, 

have to take this over; this is not a core task of the Central bank. As far as sectors are concerned, leather, IT 

software, shipping and many others could be interesting. There is a fast growing middle class with a 

considerable domestic demand.  

 

The Governor said that during the last five years of his tenure significant achievements had been made in the  

economic sector of the country. In spite of the political turmoil, economic growth did not decline below 6 %, 

inflation was low, and the exchange 

rate stable. That 13 million farmers 

got a bank account (and all farmers 

now have a bank account) and that 

there are 2.8 million mobile accounts- 

were landmark in the history of 

Bangladesh economy. (Photo: After 

the 2
nd

 meeting with Bangladesh Bank 

Governor, Dr. Atiur Rahman (middle) 

at his office on 7 May. From left: Wim 

Stoffers, Bikash Chowdhury Barua, 

Governor Dr. Atiur Rahman, Alvicília 

Pereira Praia and Dr. Ahmed 

Ziauddin) There is a “Green Banking” 

department within Bangladesh Bank (e.g. for the support of solar), and big steps have been taken in the 

direction of financial inclusion. Bangladesh fares better than India or Pakistan in this respect and is only little 

behind Sir Lanka, he added. However, the Governor said, remittances were somewhat of a mixed blessing, 

because large amounts of remittances lead to a revaluation of the exchange rate and to higher inflation. Dr. 

Atiur Rahman handed over book, “Inclusive Finance and Sustainable Development” containing mainly 

speeches by Governor himself between 2009 and 2013 to Prof. Gerd Junne and Bikash Chowdhury Barua.  

 

          Remittance: Bangladesh among top 10 recipients 
 

International migrants from developing countries are expected to send $436 billion in remittances to their 

home countries this year, despite more deportations from some host countries, said the World Bank’s latest 

issue of the Migration and Development Brief released recently, according to an on line report of Dhaka 

Tribune. On the other hand, Bangladesh has retained its position among top ten remittance recipient countries 

with $14 billion in remittances in 2013. Bangladesh is 8th on the list while neighbouring India has secured the 

top position in it with $70 billion in remittances. The other countries are China ($60 b), the Philippines ($25 

b), Mexico ($22 b), Nigeria ($21 b), Egypt ($17 b), Pakistan  ($15 b), Vietnam ($11 b) and Ukraine ($10 b). It 

further read: “In terms of remittances as a share of GDP, top recipients were Tajikistan (52%), Kyrgyz 

Republic (31%), Nepal & Moldova (both 25%), Samoa and Lesotho (both 23%), Armenia &Haiti (both 21%), 

Liberia (20%) and Kosovo (17%).”  

 

 “This year’s remittance flows to developing countries will be an increase of 7.8% over the 2013 volume of 

$404 billion, rising to $516 billion in 2016, according to revised projections from the latest issue of the brief. 

Global remittances, including those to high-income countries, are estimated at $581 billion this year, from 

$542 billion in 2013, rising to $681 billion in 2016.” The brief notes that while the medium term outlook for 

remittances is strong, downside risks loom mainly from migrants’ return to their home countries as a result of 

conflict or deportation from host countries. Last year saw an intensification of deportations, with more than 

370,000 migrants sent back to their home countries fro said the World Bank’s latest issue of the Migration and 

Development Brief released recently, according to an on line report of Dhaka Tribune m Saudi Arabia alone 

in the five months since November 2013. In Bangladesh, the fall in remittances stems from a combination of 

factors, including fewer migrants finding jobs in the GCC countries, more migrants returning from GCC 

countries due to departures and deportations, and the appreciation of the Bangladeshi taka against the US 

dollar. Still, some rebound is projected in the coming years, with remittances across the region forecast to 

grow to $136 billion in 2016. 
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IOM briefing at United Nations in New York: 

Integrate ‘Migration’ as part of new global partnership 
 
“Bringing Migration into the Post-2015 Agenda: Bridging the Divergent Views on Migration and 

Development”- was the theme of the first briefing of IOM’s New York Migration Series held at the United 

Nations headquarters in New York on 19 February 2014. The briefing had two separate sessions with a 

opening part which was addressed by Jorge Montano, Permanent Representative of Mexico to UN, Jean-

Francis Regis Zinsou, Permanent Representative of Benin to UN and Y. Halit Cevik, Permanent 

Representative of Turkey to UN. (Photo: BASUG Chairman Bikash Chowdhury Barua addressing the IOM 

session at UN in New York. On is left with back is Director General of IOM William Lacy Swing, on right 

Jane Stewart, Special Representative of IOM to UN & Claire Melamed) The first session was addressed by 

Peter Sutherland, Special Representative of Secretary General to UN for International Migration and 

Development and Paul Ladd, Head, Team on Post-2015 Development Agenda, Bureau for Development 

Policy, UNDP while it was moderated by IOM Director General William Lacy Swing. The 2
nd

 Session was 

addressed by Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Chairman, BASUG-Diaspora and Development and Claire Melamed, 

Head of Program, Growth, Poverty and Inequality, 

Overseas Development Institute, U.K. Jane Stewart, 

Special Representative to the UN and Director, ILO 

office for the UN was the moderator of the second 

session.  
 

Speakers in the conference underscored the need for 

inclusion of action role of migration in post-2015 

UN development agenda. They said, human mobility 

is a key factor to sustainable development which 

needs to be properly considered and incorporated in 

the elaboration of the post-2015 development 

agenda. They stressed the need for integration of 

migration as a part of a new global partnership for 

development, recognizing its cross-cutting, trans-

boundary nature. They said that migration has to be included under the goals where it can have major impacts, 

in regard to eradication of poverty and sustainable development. (After the presentation, IOM Director 

General felicitated BASUG Chairman while IOM official took the photo). 
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 Upscaling RfCD- Meeting with IFAD in Rome 
 

A 4-members delegation from Netherlands representing Oxfam Novib and BASUG held a meeting with 

senior officials of the Financial Faculty for Remittance (FFR), Policy and Technical Advisory Division of 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD in Rome on 26 March 2014. The Dutch delegation 

led by Ismail Awil of Oxfam Novib discussed with IFAD officials on the possible collaboration with IFAD on 

the up scaling of RfCD (Remittance for Community Development) project. It may be mentioned that RfCD is 

a 2,5 years joint project of BASUG, Oxfam Novib and The Network University which ended in April 2014. 

(Photo: Meeting with IFAD in Rome. From left: Pedro de Vasconcelos, Alessandra Casano, Dr. Mafizur 

Rahman, Dr. Ton van Naesreen, Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, Ismail Awil and Bikash Chowdhury Barua. Below: 

Ismail Awil and Bikash Chowdhury Barua are being interviewed by Bangladeshi TV Channel in front of IFAD 

building in Rome). IFAD was represented by its team leader, Pedro de Vasconcelos, Program Manager, FFR, 

Policy and Technical Advisory Division, Sarah Hessel, Program Officer, Asia and Pacific division and 

Alessandra Casano. The Dutch team included Ismail Awil of Oxfam Novib, Bikash Chowdhury Barua, 

Chairman of BASUG, Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, Director Projects & Advisor of BASUG, M.M.Haque Raju, 

Country Coordinator of BASUG in Italy, Dr. Ton van Naesreen of Nijmegen University and Mohammad 

Moniruzzaman, Board member of BASUG Italy and President of Press Club, Italy. Dr. Mafizur Rahman, 

Economic Counsellor of Bangladesh embassy in Italy and Assistant Representative of Bangladesh to IFAD, 

FAO and WFP was also present in the meeting. 

The Dutch delegation explained the objectives of the proposed up scaling RfCD project to IFAD members in 

the meeting. They said, the idea is to draw Diaspora investment in Bangladesh which benefits the migrants’ 

family members, their community and the economy of the country. The visiting delegates said that the 

planned up scaling project would encourage migrant investment in their communities of origin. Most migrants 

are interested in investments that directly benefit the communities rather than in anonymous diaspora bonds, 
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which do not give them any influence on the use of the invested money. The project will stimulate local 

investment through a number of activities: in close cooperation with local partners, it will select 

entrepreneurial activities that can be replicated in many locations with limited amounts of investment. These 

activities mainly aim at the innovative use of renewable energy, integrated water management, food 

conservation and processing, waste management etc. Appreciating the idea, Pedro de Vanconcelos of IFAD 

underlined the need for engagement of the government instruments, commercial banks, MIF’s in the whole 

process in order to make the project really effective and sustainable.  

Later, talking to the London-based Bangladeshi TV channels (NTV and SA TV) Ismail Awil and Bikash 

Chowdhury Barua said that they had a very good meeting with IFAD and would be working on it. Earlier on 

25 March evening, BASUG members held a separate meeting with its members in Italy and discussed the 

issues that the Bangladeshi community in Italy had been facing. 

   GFMD 2014 ends: Integrate Migration with Development  
 

The 7th Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) with the theme “Unlocking the potential of 

migration for inclusive development” ended in Stockholm, Sweden on 16 May with nearly 900 delegates 

representing 150 governments, observers and non-government participants attending it. The forum kicked off 

on 14 May with the opening ceremony led by Swedish Minister for Migration Tobias Billström, Minister from 

International Development Cooperation Hillevi Engström, Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden, Prime 

Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt and the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. Apart from the keynote 

speech by the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon the roundtables and plenary sessions focused on the 

integration of migration in global, regional and national development agendas, as well as migration as an 

enabler for inclusive economic and social development. The U.N. Secretary General was the first after 4 

speakers who explicitly mentioned the rights of migrants. He also called for the ratification of several central  

 

UN and ILO conventions. However, several civil society delegates were reported to have voiced their 

objections (at the GFMD venue and via social media) to UN Secretary General’s final sentence, which reads, 

“Let us work together, collectively, to make this world better for all, including everybody, men and women, 

migrants whether they are illegal or legal, to make this world better for all and put all of us onto a sustainable 

path.” 

           2015 GFMD in Turkey 

Turkey will take over chairmanship of the GFMD from 1 July 2014 from the current Chair, Sweden, for a 

period of 18 months, until end December 2015. During its Chairmanship, Turkish Foreign Minister will lead 

the Chair's Taskforce. He will also chair the GFMD Summit Meeting in 2015. GFMD website writes: “Turkey 

has decided to take up this challenging task, not only because of its increasing importance in the area of 

migration, but also because of its growing commitment to development issues. Turkey has a wealth of 

experiences to share in the area of migration and development.  Traditionally a transit and source country for 

migration, Turkey has become an attractive destination country due to its economic growth and social 

development.” It is important that all actors engaged in migration and development, go for constructive 

dialogue and integrate migration with development policies. 
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DCCI to collaborate with BASUG & Oxfam Novib on 

Diaspora Investment 
 

The Netherlands delegation held a meeting with the President and members of Dhaka Chamber of 

Commerce and Industries (DCCI) at the conference room of the Chamber building in Dhaka on 7 

May 2014. Welcoming the delegates the President of DCCI, Mohammad Shahjahan Khan said, SME 

plays a very important role in the economy of Bangladesh. He said, 80% members of DCCI are 

(DCCI President Mohammad Shahjahan Khan (4
th

 from left) at the meeting with Dutch delegates) 

engaged in SME. He said, to encourage new entrepreneurship DCCI has taken up an initiative to 

create and foster 2000 business plans which will be brought to the potential investors including the 

migrants. In this regard, DCCI might organize fair in London, Dubai together with NRBs. Of these 

business plans different commercial banks have already accepted 50 projects to finance.  
(Photo below: At DCCI- from right Gazi Shamsur Rahman, Wim Stoffers, Md Perwez Anzam Monir, Dr. 

Ahmed Ziauddin, Conor Molloy, Alvicilia Pereira Praia, Dr. Monwar Hossain, Muhammad Jahangir, Arie 

Schuurmans, former President of DCCI Sabur Khan & Bikash Chowdhury Barua). On behalf of the Dutch 

delegation 

Chairman of 

BASUG gave 

an introduction 

explaining the 

purpose of their 

visit to 

Bangladesh. 

The meeting 

was also 

addressed by 

Wim Stoffers, 

head of Global 

Link of Oxfam 

Novib, Arie Schuurmans, head of Oxfam, Gazi Shafiqur Rahman, consultant, Dr Ahmed Ziauddin, 

Director Projects & Advisor of BASUG and media personality Muhammad Jahangir. Conor Molloy, 

Institutional Funding Officer of Oxfam, Dhaka and Alvicília Pereira Praia, Finance Officer of Oxfam 

Novib  were also present in the meeting. The meeting was followed by a dinner which was also 

attended among others by the former President of DCCI & Chairman of Daffodil University, Md 

Sabur Khan, Senior Vice President of DCCI Osama Taseer and Secretary of DCCI Dr. Md. Monwar 

Hossain. 
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               FBCCI 
 Later, the Dutch delegation held a separate meeting with the first Vice-President of the Federation of 

Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FBCCI), Monowara Hakim Ali at the FBCCI 

building and exchanged views on different issues including women emancipation, women  

 
   (Photo: FBCCI First Vice President, Monowara Hakim Ali with BASUG & Oxfam Novib delegates) 
entrepreneurship and migration & development. Ms. Ali, a successful woman businessman of  

Bangladesh who is also the honorary Consul of Indonesia in Chittagong, is the founder President of 

Chittagong Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CWCCI) and Vice President of SAARC 

Chamber of Commerce and Industries. Mrs. Ali assured all possible support to BASUG in its efforts 

to attract diaspora investment in Bangladesh. Ms Ali shared with the delegates her experience of how she 

came up to this position in a male-dominated business community in Bangladesh. She said that she had to go 

to the court to set up country’s first Women Chamber of Commerce in Chittagong.  

 

                   Meeting with SME of Bangladesh Bank 
 
In order to find out ways on how to attract the diaspora investment in Bangladesh, especially in the SME 

sectors, a meeting was held between the visiting Dutch delegates from BASUG, Oxfam Novib and the SME 

division of Bangladesh Bank on 4 May at Bangladesh Bank headquarter in Dhaka. General Manager of SME 

and Special Program Department, Md. Masum Patwary led the Bangladesh delegates while BASUG and 

Oxfam Novib delegates were led by Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Chairman of BASUG and Wim Stoffers, 

Head, Global Link of Oxfam Novib. Ismail Awil, Program Officer of Oxfam Novib, Dr. Ir. Lothar Smith of 

Radboud University Nijmegen, Alvicília Pereira Praia, Finance Officer of Oxfam Novib, Dr. Ahmed 

Ziauddin, Advisor and Director Projects of BASUG and Muhammad Jahangir, advisor of BASUG in 

Bangladesh were also present. (Photo: General Manager of SME, Md. Masum Patway (middle) seen at the 

meeting with the Dutch delegates. Also seen are Dr. Ir. Lothar Smith of Radboud University Nijmegen (2
nd

 

from right), Wim Stoffers (1
st
 from right), Dr Ahmed Ziauddin and Ismail Awil of Oxfam Novib on left) 

The Dutch delegates 

said that there were 

migrants willing to 

invest in the country, 

but lack of trust was a 

major problem to draw 

the potential investors. 

In this regard, they 

underscored the need 

for a third party in the 

field, which could give 

some sort of guarantee 

or monitor the 

functioning of the 

initiatives in Bangladesh. Mr. Patwary said that Bangladesh Bank was involved in policy formulation for the 

banking sector and in efforts to induce banks into SME programs that provide low-cost funds to SME. It 



 8 

provides banks with cheap credit (at 5 % instead of 8 or 12 percent) for credits to SME, allowing banks thus a 

much larger spread. Lending to SMEs now accounts for 22 % of total lending, a higher percentage than in 

India or Pakistan. They said, commercial banks were encouraged to open special desks for women 

entrepreneurs, staffed (if possible) by female officers. The ceiling for interests on credits to women 

entrepreneurs is fixed to 10 % (while commercial rates are much higher). In a similar meeting with SME 

division in February 2014 at Bangladesh Bank in Dhaka Mr. Patway said, selection of 2000 entrepreneurs by 

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industries was about to take place. The business plans had been submitted. 

These projects could link up with NRBs, who could also submit investment projects. The business plans of all 

applicants would be available on the website - so that migrants could join such projects and co-finance them.  

 

 

          BASUG, TNU leaders held meeting with Dutch ambassador  
 
The visiting delegates from BASUG and The Network University (TNU) held a separate meeting with the 

Dutch ambassador in Dhaka Mr. Gerben Sjoerd de Jong on 25 February at the embassy.  Economic Advisor of 

the embassy, Ms. Monnujan Khanam, Advisor Economic & Commercial Affairs and Ms Arman Akbary 

Khan, Advisor Food Security were also present at the meeting. The delegates informed the Dutch envoy of the 

purpose of their visit to Bangladesh and sought cooperation on information that might help up scaling the 

RfCD (Remittance for Community Development) project. Delegates included, Professor Gerd Junne, Director 

of TNU, Danielle de Winter, senior researcher of TNU, Atiqun Nabi, Executive Director of INAFI Asia and 

Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Chairman of BASUG. While exchanging ideas, the Dutch ambassador said that 

there were many attractive investment opportunities for migrants in Bangladesh. Migrants who want to invest 

in Bangladesh mainly invest in land and housing. He opined that the idea of community development was 

more something for non-profit organizations. The Embassy mainly supports the PROOFS project – 

“Profitable Opportunities for Food Security” (Organizing Farmers, Improving Markets), implemented by 

ICCO, IDE and the Bottom of the Pyramid Innovation Centre in Utrecht. The aim of the project is to help 

poor farming households to join producer groups and market their surplus for a decent price. The project is 

active in the Northwest and in the South of Bangladesh (not in the Sylhet District). 

      

                   
                       Meeting with Executive Director of BB 
 
BASUG and TNU delegates held a meeting with the Executive Director of Bangladesh Bank, Mr. Md 

Ahsanullah at his office on 24 February 2014. On SME initiative Mr. Ahsanullah said that the planned data 

bank (probably with more comprehensive data on migrants in the US and in Europe than on those in Asia) 

could be made 

accessible in 

the future. It is 

now filled 

with entries 

form an 

organization in 

the United 

States, which 

as collected 

such data. He 

said, 

Bangladesh is a country with great potential, also given the demographic composition of its population since 

65 % of it belongs to the active age group between 14 and 58. He said, Bangladesh Bank (BB) would be the 

prime provider of investment information. Much information is available on BB’s website.  But it is, of course 

not the task of BB to do any marketing. There is the Board of Investment instead (of which the Governor is 

the chairperson), which looks at Foreign Direct Investment and at Portfolio investment, and on government 

borrowing as well as private sector borrowing, he added. (Photo: Executive Director of Bangladesh Bank, 

Mr. Md. Ahsanullah, left, is talking with the Dutch delegates at his office. Photo-Kanak) 



 9 

 

   Bengali New Year Program 
 “Uphold Bengali culture and tradition” – Bangladesh ambassador  
 
Bangladesh ambassador in the Netherlands, Sheikh Mohammad Belal lauded the efforts of the Bengali 

community living abroad in upholding their country’s tradition and culture through celebration of Bengali 

New Year. Terming the Bangladeshis as the ambassadors of Bangladesh he said, Bangladesh has an age-old 

rich culture and language which we all should try to cherish and spread among our new generation, who are 

far away from the land where their parents were born. Mr. Belal called upon the community members to work 

together unitedly and said, ‘we all should work together to make progress in all spheres of life.’ (Photo: 

Bangladesh ambassador Sheikh Mohammad Belal & Saptarshi Chowdhury Barua of BASUG speaking at the 

opening session, while on right Tanbira Talukder of Simana Periye & AHM Abdul Hai of BASUG Germany 

presenting the program) 

The ambassador was speaking as chief guest at the Bengali New Year celebration program jointly organized 

by BASUG and Simana Periye, a Bangladeshi cultural organisation on 19 April 2014 in Amsterdam. 

Bangladeshis living in different parts of the Netherlands and a few from neighbouring countries attended the 

program. The opening program 

was also addressed by BASUG 

member Saptarshi Chowdhury 

Barua, Simana Periye Treasurer 

Mozibar Rahman Talukder, 

Chairman of BASUG, Bikash 

Chowdhury Barua, President of 

Simana Periye, B K Zaman 

(Bulbul). Tanbira Talukder of 

Simana Periye and A H M Hai, 

Board member of BASUG 

Germany presented the programs. 

The attraction of the day was the 

eye-catching dance performance 

by artists from Prapon Academy, 

Bangladesh with Ananya as lead 

artist and classical table played by 

celebrated tabla artist, Niti Ranjan. 

A colourful souvenir was brought 

out on the occasion, Pohela Boishakh. The bi-lingual magazine designed by Sudhier Nannan, Secretary of 

BASUG drew high appreciation from the community people. 
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                                              Bangla United 
Bangla United, another cultural organisation of the Bangladeshi community based in Amsterdam celebrated 

Bengali New Year through a day long program in the capital 13 April. Bangladesh ambassador Sheikh 

Mohammad Belal attended the program as chief guest. The program 

drew a good number of spectators from different parts of the 

country. Bangladesh ambassador appreciated the Bangla United 

leadership for the initiative they have taken to uphold Bengali 

culture abroad and called upon to work unitedly to make a happy 

and prosperous Bangladesh. The day’s special attraction were among others Bengali food at free of 

cost, colorful cultural program which everybody enjoyed. Another cultural program was organized in 

the Hague to celebrate Pohela Boishakh on 20 April. The program was also addressed by Bangladesh 

ambassador. 
 

                    Live TV Talk show on Remittance in Dhaka 
 A live tv talk show on ‘Remittance for Community Development’ (RfCD) at Channel I in Dhaka 

was telecast on 28 February 2014. The program, titled, “Tele Somoy” was organised by Channel I 

following the three 

Round Table 

Workshops on 

RfCD in Dhaka 

from 23-25 Feb and 

another in Hobiganj 

on 26 Feb. 

Professor Tasneem 

Siddiqui of 

RMRRU,  Atiquun 

Nabi, Executive 

Director of INAFI 

Asia and Bikash 

Chowdhury Barua, 

Chairman of BASUG took part in the talk show. Media personality and Executive Director of Centre 

for Communication Development, Muhammad Jahangir was the moderator of the show. The show 

dwelt on different aspects of RfCD including Diaspora investment in home countries, challenges etc. 
 

 

               BASUG to co-host 4-day conference on “Sustainable 

                 Development” in Bonn University 9-12 July 
 
A 4-day long international conference on Sustainable Development: South Asian Conundrum will be held at 

Bonn University (Institut fur Geodasie und Geoinformation) from 9-12 July 2014. The conference is being 

organised by University of Bonn, Germany, International Institute for Development Studies (IIDS), Australia, 

International Institute of Management Sciences (IIMS), India, Bangladesh Environment Network (BEN), 

Germany, International Centre for Development Strategies (ICDS), Germany and BASUG- Diaspora and 

Development, The Netherlands.  

 

The subjects of the conference are: 1) Urban development, 2) Economic development, business and law & 

social sciences, 3) Environment and Climate change, 4) Renewable Energy, 5) Effective Governance & Role 

of Diaspora organisations in development and 6) Development issues in other countries and global issues. The 

conference is likely to be participated by academicians, practitioners and professionals from different 

countries including Bangladesh, Nepal and India. 
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Community work to promote integration & multi-cultural society 

BASUG at BMZ & EG meeting on Migration & Dev  
 

Leipzig: The 4
th
 national networking meeting on Migration and Development in Community Levels was held 

in the New City Office of Leipzig on 2 April. German development organization Engagement Global (EG) 

with the support of German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and Leipzig City 

Corporation arranged this networking meeting.  As part of the event, a photo exhibition titled ‘Leipzig – City 

of Multi-culture’ was held in the Old Stock Exchange Office of Leipzig in the evening on 1 April. Dorea 

Pfafferott, Head of Community Service in One World (SKEW) Project of Engagement Global (EG) and 

Sabine Witt of EG, Leipzig welcomed the guests and participants in the photo exhibition and panel discussion.    

(Photo: Panel speakers AHM Abdul Hai of BASUG Germany(right), Prasanna Oommen-Hirschberg of New 

German Media, Hans Wieter-Wehkamp of FSI and Achim Kockerols, Community Representative of Aachen 

City Corporation- Photo: Christiane Fritsch) Dr. Miguel Angel Ruiz Martínez, Consultant of the Sachsen 

Network on the Development Projects of Migration Organizations presented the activities of Sachsens 

network on Migration and Development. Berit Lahm, Expert on Extremism and Violence Prevention of 

Leipzig City Corporation, photographer Mahmoud Dabdoub, and one of the protagonists of the photo 

exhibition, Neda Tcholakova took part in the panel discussion and shared their experiences in promoting the 

image and multi-cultural environment of the city Leipzig through photo exhibition. The current offers from 

SKEW in the field of migration and development in the community level and the upcoming competition of 

community best practices projects were presented by Dorea Pfafferott, Head of Community Service in One 

World (SKEW), Kevin Borchers, Ines Barth and Mariela Georg of SKEW, Bonn.  

 

           BASUG in Panel Discussion  
 

Dr. Gabriela Goldfuss welcomed the delegates on behalf of Leipzig city authorities. The panel discussion on 

the formation of consultants pool on development works in the community level, the expectation of the 

migrants communities, the recommendation of the community consultants and the professional development 

through community development projects was held with Petra Schmettow of Forum for International 

Development and Planning (finep) in the chair. The panel of speakers included AHM Abdul Hai of BASUG, 

Bonn, Prasanna Oommen-Hirschberg of New German Media (NDM), Köln, Hans Wieter-Wehkamp of Forum 

for Social Innovation (FSI) and Achim Kockerols, Community Representative of Aachen City Corporation. 

Speakers stressed on the inclusion of parents and young generation in the community development projects to 

promote the values of integration and multi-cultural atmosphere and to remove the root of racism in the 

German society. Among the participants question was raised about the political correctness and proper 

meaning of the German words like ‘Migrant’ and ‘Kommune’. About 70 delegates from German city offices, 

migrant organizations and development organizations took part in the national networking meeting.   
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                      Governor of Bangladesh Bank felicitated 
 
Dr. Atiur Rahman, Governor of Bangladesh Central Bank has been honored with a special award by the 

University of Dhaka for what is mentioned on the invitation card received here in the Hague, “in recognition 

as a regulator on human face.” The award will be handed over to him at a ceremony which will be held on 29 

May at the Dhaka University Senate building. The ceremony will be attended by the Vice Chancellor of the 

Dhaka University, Prof. A.A.M.S Arefin Siddique as chief guest, while Prof. Dr. Nasreen Ahmad, Pro-Vice 

Chancellor and Prof. Dr. Md. Kamal Uddin, Treasuer of Dhaka University will be the special guest. It will be 

chaired by Professor Emeritus, Anisuzzaman. 

 

In a message sent to the Governor Dr. Atiur Rahman, BASUG Chairman Bikash Chowdhury Barua 

congratulated him for the award and recalled his (Governor) outstanding contribution to the banking sector of 

Bangladesh. He said, Dr. Rahman has brought a ‘revolution’ and stirred the entire banking system when he 

introduced a system that allowed the poor farmers to open bank account in their own names at a very cheap 

price. Dr. Atiur Rahman, a renowned and respected University teacher rose to the top position of the society 

from a very humble background. Born in a remote village in Jamalpur district in 1951 to a landless family, Dr 

Rahman had to quit school after grade III because of poverty. However his strong determination and will 

power made him conquer all the barriers. He had to sit for the grade IV final examinations without attending 

any class. But when the result came out, his name topped the list. Dr. Rahman has distinguished himself as an 

expert on poverty alleviation. It is his pet area and he has been engaged in first hand research to find the 

causes of poverty and means of remedy. One of the most important researches is his work on char (shoal) 

dwellers and poverty alleviation in Bangladesh.  

 

      

Future collaboration with RMMRU  
 
There was a lunch meeting between BASUG, The Network University of Amsterdam and the Refugee and 

Migratory Movements Research Unit (RMMRU), an affiliated centre for research, training and advocacy on  

migration of University of Dhaka in February 2014. Prof. Tasneem Siddiqui, founding Chair of the 

organization, Prof. C.R. Abrar, Coordinator, Marina Sultana, Program Manager Field Operations represented 

RMRRU in the meeting, while from the Netherlands delegates Prof Gerd Junne, Danielle de Winter of TNU 

and Bikash Chowdhury Barua of BASUG represented their respective organisations. A short video on 

RMMRU’s work on migration was screened at the meeting. Both the sides showed their interest in future 

collaboration on migration and development issues. RMMRU organizes pre-departure training for the 

potential migrants and offers online facilities for submitting complaints. (Picture above shows from left: Prof. 

C.R. Abrar, Prof Gerd Junne, Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Danielle de Winter, Prof Tasneem Siddiqui and 

Marina Sultana at RMRRU office after the lunch  meeting). 
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          A Bangladeshi’s million dollar gift to Berkeley  
 

Thanks to a generous $1m donation by the Subir and Malini Chowdhury Foundation, the University of 

California Berkeley recently established the Chowdhury Center for Bangladesh Studies. It is the first of its 

kind in the United States, aiming to combine research, scholarships, the promotion of art and culture, and the 

building of ties between institutions in Bangladesh and the US. Since funding sources are scarce, these new 

fellowships aim to ensure that there is a next generation of scholars who will study and do research on 

Bangladesh. “It was a really good match 

between his vision and what we have done 

at Berkeley so far,” said Dr Sanchita 

Saxena, the executive director of the Center 

for South Asia Studies and Director of the 

Chowdhury Center for Bangladesh Studies. 

(Photo: Subir Chowdury with Nicholas 

Dirks, Chancellor of the University of 

California, Berkeley Center for South Asia 

Studies) 

Back in 2004, the Center for South Asia 

Studies launched the Bangla Studies 

endowment fundraising drive. As a result of strong community support, Bangla language, along with content 

courses on the culture, history and the society of modern Bengal were being offered from 2005. But the 

program struggled to stay afloat. Now with the new Chowdhury Center, the university is able to expand its 

scope of study. In addition to promoting and integrating interdisciplinary scholarship, the center will sponsor 

lectures and conferences, and provide three scholarships. “Our mutual goal is to encourage study, research and 

programming around Bangladesh and bring the scholars working on Bangladesh under one umbrella,” Dr 

Saxena said. 

  Per capita income of Bangladesh rose to $ 1,180 
 

Bangladesh’s per capita income has risen to $1,180 in 2013-14 fiscal year, said Bangladesh Planning Minister 

AHM Mustafa Kamal. The minister recently  said this to newsmen after a meeting of Executive Committee of 

National Economic Council (ECNEC) at NEC conference hall of the Planning Ministry, with Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina in the chair. The Minister said “Country’s annual per capita income is now $1,180” and he 

hopes that it will cross $2,000-mark by 2021. The government has achieved 6.12 percent GDP (Gross 

Domestic Product) growth in the current fiscal, he added.  

 

 

                        Zaman new Board Member of BASUG 

A Netherlands-based successful entrepreneur, B.M.K. Zaman has formally joined BASUG as Board Member 

in January 2014. He has taken a number of philanthropic initiatives individually at his 

home district Sylhet in Bangladesh. The initiatives include, a Girls college, boys & girls 

school at Kanaighat upazilla in Sylhet, a High School for young girls, sanitary toilets 

(90) for poor people in his area. He is one of the Directors of an ambitious health project, a 

modern hospital (Universal Medical College and Hospital) at Dhanmondi, Dhaka 

which is expected to start operating from April 2015. He runs business in Amsterdam and 

is the Director of Zaman Services b.v. He is also President of Simana Periye, a cultural 

organisation of Bangladeshi diasporas in the Netherlands.  
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     PICTORIAL 

Above: Meeting at Oxfam- Oxfam head in Bangladesh Arie Schuurmans (left) is seen with delegates on 5 

May; Below: meeting at INAFI office in Dhaka. Bottom: Delegates with BASUG beneficiaries in Hobiganj. 
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Photos: Top- at Fishery project in Hobiganj; middle: a woman beneficiary of BASUG-ENDEAVOUR talking to 

delegates from Oxfam Novib, Radboud University Nijmegen & BASUG. Below left: reception at BASUG partner, 

ENDEAVOUR’s head office in Hobiganj; Right: Wim & Alvicilia with women workers in Dhaka. 
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