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BASUG-INAFI conference on ‘Remittance and Migration’ in
Dhaka held: Documentary film on ‘Remittance’ launched
Dhaka: As a part of the on-going Remittance project, a workshop was held at BRAC Centre in Dhaka, capital city
of Bangladesh on 29 July 2009. Organised jointly by BASUG and its partner organisation, INAFI Bangladesh with
support from Oxfam Novib, the workshop titled “Harnessing development potential of migrants: Enhance formal
channel of remittance transfer and productive investment of remittances” was attended by different stakeholders

(Photo: INAFI Bangladesh Executive Director Atiqun Nabi speaking at the workshop. Sitting from left are: BASUG President
Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Bangladesh Bank Governor Dr. Atiar Rahman and Country Manager of Western Union Syed
Mustafa Kamal) including NGOs, international development agencies and professionals. Bangladesh Bank

Governor, Dr. Atiar Rahman attended the workshop as chief guest. The target clients of this project are Bangladeshi
migrants staying in Europe and their family members back in Bangladesh. BASUG has been implementing the
project in Europe and INAFI Bangladesh is implementing in Bangladesh through its 3 partner organisationsUDDIPAN, Shakti Foundation and WARBE…(See further Page 4)

‘Bangladesh Diaspora Day’ & Conference on Remittance on
14 November, The Hague

BASUG will hold an international conference on “Engaging Diaspora as Development Partners: Migration and
Remittance” on 14 November 2009 at the Mondriaan auditorium in the Hague. This is a part of the on-going
Remittance project supported by Oxfam Novib. Representatives from different stakeholders including the Dutch
Foreign Ministry, Oxfam Novib, Seva Network Foundation and other mainstream and migrant organisations will
take part in the conference. Whip of Bangladesh Parliament Ms. Shegufta Yasmin Emily, MP, Bangladesh
Ambassador in the Netherlands, Mr Mizanur Rahman, Director Consular Affairs and Migration of the Dutch
Foreign Ministry, Mr. Hans-Mauris Schaapveld, Mr Ralph Welcker, Cluster Manager, Migration & Development,
IOM among others to attend the conference. BASUG will also organise ‘Bangladesh Diaspora Day’ the same day.
A cultural program will be held where artists from Bangladesh as well as from Europe will present their
performance. A Documentary film on ‘Remittance’ made by BASUG-INAFI Bangladesh and Oxfam Novib will
also be screened on the day.

Rolling Remittance in investments brings them fortune

Suraiya Yasmin, a housewife from Tangail’s Kalihati upazila, radically changed the fortune of
her family by sensibly using the remittance sent from Saudi Arabia by her husband in last ten
years. The energetic lady used her expatriate husband’s remittance in different incomegenerating activities that enabled her constructing a building with Tk 40 lakh
( 4000), setting up of a poultry firm, purchasing land worth Tk 1.25 crore (above 100,000)
and having a fixed deposit in bank worth Tk 50 lakh (nearly 48,000). Suraiya’s extraordinary
achievement earned her the reward to be one of three best users of remittance in recent
Remittance festival and Shonar Manush Shommanona (Golden Person Award), 2009. Sobhan Mollah of Dhaka’s
Keraniganj and Mozaffar Alam are the other two award recipients for best utilisation of remittance. Like Suraiya,
these two individuals have also brought remarkable changes to their families by using the remittance sent by their
relatives. Meanwhile, Abdul Halim Chowdhury from Comilla and Ruhul Amin of Dhaka got ‘Golden Person’
awards for bringing outstanding amount of remittance to the country.

BASUG Financial Literacy Training in the Hague

Ambassador lauded the initiative: participants want more training
BASUG organised financial literacy training for the Bangladeshi migrants living in the Netherlands on 5 September
at its conference room in the Hague. Supported by Oxfam Novib and in collaboration with its partner organisation,
INAFI Bangladesh, the training was aimed at making the Bangladeshi migrants aware of formal channel of
remittances transfer; equip the remittance senders with adequate knowledge and skill on how to identify their
financial position,
define financial goals
and familiarise them
with different
financial products
including productive
investment
opportunities in small
and medium social
enterprises back at
Bangladesh ambassador
home. (Photo:

Mizanur Rahman, left in
Documentary film. On his
Oxfam Novib and B. Roy,
BASUG) Bangladesh

the photo- launched the
left are Ismail Awil of
Board member of

ambassador in the
Netherlands, Mizanur
Rahman addressed the
opening session as chief
guest while Ismail
Awil of Oxfam Novib spoke as special guest. The opening session was also addressed by BASUG advisor Dr
Ahmed Ziauddin, President Bikash Chowdhury Barua and Secretary S. Nannan. The ambassador launched a 15
minute documentary film made by BASUG and INAFI Bangladesh on “Remittance”. The documentary was shown
at the opening session. The training was conducted by Remittance Manager of INAFI Bangladesh, Rashed Al Hasan
and Doris Alfafara, Secretary of Damayan. A total of 35 participants took part in the training.
In his speech the Bangladesh ambassador appreciated the
initiative taken by BASUG in creating awareness among the
Bangladeshi
diasporas about the
use of formal
channel and use of
their remittance
in a productive way
in their country
of origin. He
assured his all
support from the
embassy to the
Bangladeshi
diasporas to all activities which are aimed
at the socio-economic development of the
Bangladesh. Oxfam Novib official Ismail
Awil said, the recent nomination of
BASUG’s project by the EC-UN as one of the ‘Best Practices’ testifies that BASUG had been doing a very good
job. He assured his all support to the organisation in the coming days.

EC-UN: BASUG now in Sri Lanka with Remittance Project
BASUG has been implementing the EC-UN project ‘Leveraging
Remittances for Socio-economic Development in Sri Lanka’. The
project is being implemented by a consortium of three
organisations, namely, BASUG, INAFI- Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka-based organisation, SEEDS. BASUG is the lead organisation of this on-going project.
The objectives of the project among others are: advocacy on formal channel of remittance transfer both in country
of origin and country of destination; conduct financial literacy training, offer enterprise development training and
business development services to the remittance recipient families and link (Continuation …seePage 3)
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EC-UN: BASUG now in Sri Lanka (cont from Page 2)
the enterprise of remittance recipient Families with microfinance institutions (MFIs) and mainstream financial
institutions like banks and non-bank financial institutions. It may be mentioned that two separate projects of
BASUG and INAFI Bangladesh were nominated as ‘Best Practices’ by the EC-UN Joint Migration and
Development Initiative (JMDI) last year and were showcased at the first Knowledge fair held in Brussels in
November 2008. The locations of the project are Sri Lanka and a number of European countries. SEEDS will be
working in Sri Lanka while BASUG will be responsible for Europe. INAFI Bangladesh will prepare training
modules and provide other support and expertise.

Bangladesh leads South Asia in fighting hunger:
ranks 13 among 29 vulnerable countries
Bangladesh has ranked 13th among 29 vulnerable countries in terms of combating hunger by successfully reducing
its rate over the last few years. Scoring 41 points in the global scorecard on hunger situation, Bangladesh has
outpaced its two neighbouring countries--India (22nd) and Nepal (19th). Marking the World Food Day, ActionAid
International recently published the scorecards in its UK based research titled '
Who is Really Fighting Hunger.'
"Bangladesh has made a good progress in reducing the number of chronically food insecure citizens--from 40
million to 27 million--over the last decade," said the research report.

Violence Against Women unabated despite laws in Bangladesh :
1749 rape cases recorded in 6 months
Despite prevailing stringent laws in Bangladesh to protect women, violence in different forms against women still
goes on unabated with offenders cocking a snook at the laws of the state. Repression on women have increased
manifold over the last few months. The brutality is inflicted on them mainly for dowry, disputes over wedding and
land, said women activists working to promote
and ensure women'
s rights in
the country. At least 1,479 women had been raped
in six months beginning from
January of 2009 while a total of 395 rape
incidences, the highest
number recorded, were committed in Dhaka
Range followed by 390 in
Rajshah and the lowest two in Railway Range,
said Bangladesh Home
Minister Sahara Khatun at a parliament session on
October 12. The Minister
added that at least 3,462 women in 2008 and
3,584 in 2007 were violated.
(insert: news coverage of BASUG’s experts meeting on
Hague)

Violence Against Women in

On September 25, an adolescent was gang-raped
following her abduction by
10 Bangladesh Chhatra League activists while she
was returning from a Puja
Mandop in Kolapar upazila in Patuakhali district.
Four police constables raped
a woman from ethnic minority community on 28
February 2009 in
Khagrachhari while an Indian BSF violated a
Bangladeshi woman and
killed her husband in Satkhira in last April. Advocate Salma Ali, executive director of Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers Association (BNWLA), told a Dhaka newsppaer, “There are a number of laws including Dowry
Prohibition Act, Prevention of Women and Child Repression Act (2000) which provides for effective and efficient
way of dealing with cases of violence against women such as rape, acid attacks, forced prostitution and trafficking.”
The other acts include Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act 1933, Family Court Ordinance, Cruelty to Women
(Deterrent Punishment) Ordinance and Trafficking in Women and Children Act 1993.

Remittance Highlights - Bangladesh
* Manpower export accounts for 12 per cent of Bangladesh’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) * Nearly 4.5 million
Bangladeshi expatriates sent $ 9.7 billion in remittance in last fiscal year. * The hard-earned foreign currencies sent
home by expatriate Bangladeshis are spent to pay import bills as the country heavily depends on import to meet
domestic demands for commodities. * A Bangladeshi migrant worker annually remits Taka 101,595 ( 1,072
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Bangladesh likely to miss crucial MDG targets
Bangladesh is unlikely to achieve the UN Millennium Development Goals in a number of areas, development trends
show. According to a report published in New Age on line, although much hyped once, these development goals
have been overshadowed by the global financial meltdown. According to the latest official statistics, the country has
been able to reduce the maternal mortality rate from 574 in every 100,000 mothers to 365 in recent years — far
from the target of bringing down the rate to 143 by 2015.
Bangladesh is also in a confusing state in attaining the most crucial goal of bringing down poverty rate to 29 per
cent by the MDG deadline from 40 per cent in 2005 – the time after which, as research indicates, poverty incidence
might have gone up due to impacts of the food and fuel crises. Although the official figures show the net primary
school enrolment at 91.1 per cent, not far behind the target of 100 enrolment by 2015, unofficial studies conducted
by a few NGOs working on the MDG claimed that the rate would be below 80 per cent in view of the high rate of
school dropout.

DeBRUG training on HR
As a part of the DeBRUG networking project, Global Human Rights Defence (GHRD) organized a training on
“Basic tools to operate in the Human Rights field” from june- September 2009. The aim of the training program was
to enhance the skills, knowledge and capacity of migrants and diaspora organizations who wish to work on human
rights issues. DeBRUG is a two years networking project in the field of human rights among migrant and diaspora
organizations settled in the
Netherlands.
BASUG Board member Ms
Runa Laila participated in
the training programme on 12
June. Professor Peter Baehr,
honorary professor of human
rights at the Utrecht
University and Emeritus
professor of human rights at
the Leiden University gave a
lecture on “Lobbying
human rights violations”. He
discussed different
strategies (quiet /public
diplomacy) to lobby human
rights violations and role of NGOs in lobbying human rights violations. Participants from different part of the world
shared their experience on human rights violations.

BASUG-INAFI Conference in Dhaka (Conti from Page 1)
Speakers at the workshop underscored the need for involvement of the NRBs (Non Resident Bangladeshis) in
funding country’s major development projects. They said, the government should involve the NRBs in funding
country’s significant development projects like the Padma Bridge construction. Such involvement, they added,
would lessen the dependence on donors and also help invest remittances in the productive sector.
The workshop was addressed by BASUG President Bikash Chowdhury Barua, INAFI Executive Director, Atiqun
Nabi, Country Manager of Western Union, Syed Mustafa Kamal, President of BAIRA (Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting Agencies) Ghulam Mustafa and Director General of BMET (Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training) Masud Ahmed. Remittance Manager of INAFI Bangladesh Rashed Al Hasan made a
presentation of the project. The workshop was also addressed by the chief executive of the three partner
organisations, Uddipon, WARBE and Shakti Foundation. Media expert and Coordinator of BASUG in Bangladesh,
Muhammad Jahangir was the moderator of the day. A Documentary film on Remittance made by BASUG and
INAFI Bangladesh was formally launched by the chief guest and was shown at the workshop.
The workshop was organised with an aim to create awareness about transferring remittance through proper channels
and using the fund for betterment of remittance earners’ families as well as the national economy. In his speech as
special guest Bangladesh Bank Governor lauded the role of BASUG as a migrant organisation, which he said, was a
good example how the diaspora organisations could benefit their own countries. He expressed his support to the
BASUG- INAFI Bangladesh initiative. He said, Bangladesh is the second largest remittance earning country. But
the economic development in Bangladesh is yet not satisfactory. ‘It is mainly because the major proportion of our
$ 9.7 billion remittance remains unproductive’, he added.
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Athens GFMD will attempt identify sustainable migration
policies: BASUG goes to Athens
The 3rd Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) begins on 2 November 2009 with the theme,
“Integrating Migration Policies into Development Strategies for the Benefit of All”. This international event will
attempt to identify sustainable migration policies that will lead to improved development outcomes and promote a
more dynamic partnership between countries of origin, transit and destination. GFMD will have two aspects - the
Civil Society Days on 2 and 3 November, and the Government Meeting on 4 and 5 November.
The creation of a global consultative body (which later became the GFMD) was proposed at the High-Level
Dialogue on International Migration
and Development on 14-15 September
2006 at the General Assembly of the
United Nations by the then Secretary
General of the UN, Mr Kofi Annan.
As part of the preparatory activities
leading to the high level dialogue the General Assembly convened an informal interactive hearing on migration and
development with representatives from non-governmental organisations and the private sectors on 13 July 2006 at
the UN headquarters in New York. BASUG President Bikash Chowdhury Barua attended that interactive hearing at
the UN headquarters in New York. Since then BASUG has been taking an active part in all the GFMDs – in
Brussels in 2007 and Manila in 2008. President of BASUG will also join the next GFMD in Athens.

BASUG’s Financial Literacy training held in London
As part of the on-going project “Harnessing Development Potential of Migration: Enhance Formal Channel of
Remittances Transfer and Productive Investment of Remittances” the UK chapter of BASUG organised a similar
training for the Bangladeshi migrants in London on 3 September 2009. At the London seminar Bangladesh High
Commission Commercial Counsellor, A H M Ahsan, Sonali Bank Compliance Officer & MLRO, Colin Walsh and
Richard Boulter, who had recently returned from working in Bangladesh as the Deputy Head of the DFID
Programme and other local-central government representatives with remittance experts spoke and took part in the
discussion. A presentation was made by Remittance expert, Rashed Al Hasan, Project Manager (Remittance) INAFI
Bangladesh. A documentary film show: “Alokito Jibon” (Enlightened Life) made by BASUG & INAFI Bangladesh
was
screened.
(PhotoParticipants
at the
BASUG
financial
literacy
training in
London. Dr.
Ahmed
Ziauddin,
Director, Projects of BASUG & Rashed Al Hasan of INAFI Bangladesh are seen among others in the photo)- photo-Sudhier,
Secretary,BASUG The speakers emphasized on formal channel of remittances transfer and how best to motivate the

target clients to invest remittances in various financial instruments i.e. bonds, certificate deposits, capital market etc;
and to provide institutional support to the target clients to invest remittances in different enterprises.

Chaired by Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Coordinator of BASUG UK Chapter it was addressed by Dr Ahmed Ziauddin,
Director Projects, BASUG, Sudheir Nannan, Secretary, BASUG, Muhibur Rahman, Biswanath Upazila Chairman,
Luthfur Rahman, Business Development Manager, Sonali Bank, Aziz Chowdhury, Spitalfields Small Business
Association, M A Rauf, Chairperson, Brick Lane Business Association, Shahabuddin Ahmed Belal, Human Rights
Secretary, Awami League, Community Leader Syed Nurul Islam, Mohammed Osman Gani, Brick Lane Community
Trust, Syed Enamul Islam, Secretary, CPB, Abdul Shahid, Bangla town Restaurant Association, Badrul Haque,
NRB Housing Group, , Dr Rafiqul Hassan Khan, Udichi, Dr B B Chaudhuri, International Forum for Secular
Bangladesh, former Cllr Doros Ullah, Newham Cllr Khalil Kazi, Matiar Chowdhury, News Network Bangladesh,
UK correspondent, Noor Uddin Ludi, Centre for NRB, Rahmat Ali, Darpan Media, , Shahab Uddin, Centre for
NRB, Babul Hussain, freelance journalist and Syed Manjur Elahi Rajib.
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Alarming death incidence of Bangladeshi migrant workers abroad
At least 8,107 Bangladeshi expatriate workers died in last 5 yrs
Bangladesh government is yet to act on the alarming rise in the incidence of premature deaths of expatriate
Bangladeshi wage earners due to stress, on-the-job accidents and maltreatment on foreign soil.
At least 8,107 Bangladeshi workers died in a number of countries, especially in the oil-rich Middle East, between
January 2004 and May 2009, according to official statistics. The government recorded a total of 2,098 death cases
of workers in 2008, 1,673 in 2007, 1,402 in 2006, 1,248 in 2005 and 788 in 2004. As many as 834 expatriates,
including 32 women, died in the first four months of 2009 alone, shows data provided by IMA Research
Foundation, a rights group working for migrant workers, terming such trends alarming in view of the age of the
workers who died between 30 and 45 years.
Among those who died this year, 362 workers died of cardiac failure and 251 of occupational accidents, said IMA
Research Foundation hinting at the stress suffered by workers and negligence on the part of both recipient and
sending authorities. Bangladeshi workers in most cases had not been provided with adequate access to healthcare
facilities despite such pledges made by the overseas employers. Physical and mental stresses resulted from job
insecurity, poor lifestyle and limited access to healthcare and that is responsible for such premature deaths. The
official said the government had collected Tk 15.50 crore in 2008 and Tk 11.50 crore in 2007 as compensation from
different countries.

Bangladeshi migrant remits 1070 annually
A migrant worker annually remit Taka 101,595 ( 1070) on an average in four to five instalments which is 2.4 times
per capita GDP, a World Bank study said. The study revealed that migration involves large upfront costs that is 3 to
4 times per capita GDP but also has high annual returns in terms of remittances. Bangladeshi migrant workers sent $
9.6 billion in remittance in last fiscal year. About 4.5 million expatriates sent this amount. The World Bank report
said remittance inflow jumped rapidly but still the Bangladeshis are mostly unskilled. Bangladesh’s economic report
said the remittance growth of the country depends critically on the number of workers going for work abroad but
international oil price, exchange rate and GDP growth have also influenced the size of remittance inflow. According
to the Bangladesh Bank and Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training, the demand of Bangladeshi workers
in global job market is increasing. The demand of female workers job market rose but due to language problem the
country failed to catch up the Saudi Arabia, UAE, UK and Kuwait job market.

Seva supports BASUG education program in Bangladesh
Seva Network Foundation has approved a small project of BASUG in northern district of
Naogan in Bangladesh. Under this project 150 poor children of Badalgachi upazila in Naogan
district will receive free basic education. Seva Network Foundation also supported similar
education program of BASUG in Laksham the previous year.

Visit to EBF micro credit, education project in Sitakundu
During his recent visit to Bangladesh in connection with the Remittance project with INAFI Bangladesh, BASUG
President, Bikash Chowdhury Barua visited Sitakundu upazila under Chittagong district to see the progress of the
on-going micro-credit programs of its partner organisation, Everbright Foundation (EBF). He held 4 separate
meetings with the micro credit beneficiaries- all women- in Sitakundu and visited one education project for the poor
children. The projects are being run by EBF with support from BASUG. Chairman of EBF, Mr Nasirul Huq and
Executive Director of EBF, Mr Mahfuzur Rahman were also present during the visit. Later, BASUG chair held a
separate meeting with the officials of EBF in Chittagong city. Professor Dr. Serajul Islam, former Chairman of EBF,
Mr Nasirul Huq, present Chairman and Mr Mahfuzur Rahma, Executive Director of EBF were also present. Erlier,
BASUG Chair held a meeting with the Chief Executive of Endeavour at its Mohammadpur office in Dhaka.
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PICTORIAL

Photo left: BASUG President Bikash Chowdhury Barua held a meeting with the European Commission official in Dhaka, Ms.
Claudia SASSI at her office on 16 July 09; Right- Information Minister Mr Abul Kalam Azad looking at BASUG brochures
handed over to him by President of BASUG at a reception accorded to him by the English daily newspaper, The People’s View
in Chittagong. on 18 July 09. Editor of The People’s View O.G.Mansur & Executive Editor, Shafiqul Alam Khan are also seen.

During his recent visit to Bangladesh BASUG Chair Bikash Chowdhury Barua met the Mayor of Chittagong city, Mr A B M
Mohiuddin at his residence (left); Right: After the meeting with micro credit beneficiaries of BASUG-EBF project in Sitakundu.
Chittagong

Two generations( Left): Editor of the Daily Azadi of Bangladesh, Mr M A Malek and the Netherlands Best school magazine
award winning Editor of HML, Saptarshi Chowdhury Barua are seen at the former’s office during her visit to Daily Azadi in
July 2009. Photo right: BASUG Chair with INAFI Bangladesh officials during his visit to INAFI office in Dhaka in connection
with the documentary film on Remittance made by INAFI Bangladesh-BASUG-Oxfam Novib.
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PICTORIAL

Bangladesh ambassador in the Netherlands, Mr Mizanur Rahman (middle) is flanked by Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, Director,
Projects & Development of BASUG at BASUG training (left) and Mr. Rokebul Haque, First Secretary of Bangladesh Embassy
in the Netherlands. Right: Agralankar Cooperative Credit Union accorded a reception to BASUG chair at a function in
Chittagong in July 2009.BASUG donated Tk 50 thousand to the Credit Union fund for the welfare of the poor people.

Above: Participants at the financial literacy training in Dohar, Bangladesh. It was organised under BASUG-INAFI Bangladesh
Remittance project supported by Oxfam Novib; Right: Front Cover of the Documentary film on‘ Remittance’ made by BASUGINAFI Bangladesh; below left: BASUG shifted to its new office at Koperwerf 28 (7th floor) The Hague.

“BASUG is proud to be a partner of Oxfam Novib. Together we can make this world a better place to live in”
Editor: S. Nannan, Joint Editor: Ms. Tanbira Talukder Office Address: Koperwerf 28 2544 EN Den Haag; Post Address:
Postbus 40405, 2504 LK Den Haag, KvK: 272.758.90 Post Bank: 900.613 Website: www.basug.nl E-mail: info@basug.nl
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