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Civil Society meeting of GFMD in Brussels - a success
(A BASUG Report): The civil society meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and Development
(GFMD) ended successfully with more than 200 civil society representatives participating in the
meeting. The Civil Society Day, first of its kind, was organised by the King Baudouin Foundation
with the support of the Government of Belgium, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation,
the Governments of Norway and Sweden, and the Ford Foundation.

(Picture shows from right: Dr. Raul Delgado Wise from Mexico, Ms. Mary Robinson, President, Ethical
Globalisation Initiative and Mr. Luc Tayart de Borms, Managing Director, King Baudouin Foundation)

The Civil Society Day brought together a wide range of stakeholders which included among others: 1)
Diaspora leaders; 2) migration, development, human rights organisations; faith-based organisations; 3)
researchers; private sector actors; and, 4) trade union leaders.
The Day was divided into two breakout sessions with an
opening programme which was addressed by Mr.
LucTayart de Borms, Managing Director, King Baudouin
Foundation, Mrs. Mary Robinson, Honorary President,
Oxfam International and President of the Board of Ethical
Globalisation Initiative, and Dr. Raul Delgado Wise,
Executive Director of the International Network on
Migration and Development, Mexico. (Photo right shows:
Prince Constantijn of the Netherlands flanked by BASUG
President Bikash Chowdhury Barua and Tuky Tuky Santillan,
member of DFD during the civil society meeting)

A total of 13 members representing different Netherlandsbased migrants and development organisations attended
the first day of the civil society meeting. They are: Prince Constantijn of the Netherlands, Chairman of
the Board of The Hague Process (THP), Mr. Frans Bouwen, Director, THP, Ms. Leila Rispens-Noel,
senior official of Oxfam Novib, Drs. Radj Bhondoe, Director, Seva Network Foundation, Mr. Bikash

Chowdhury Barua, President, BASUG, Ms. Tuky Santillan, Steering Committee member of DFD
(Diaspora Forum for Development), Mr. Christian Hiddink, Ecorys Nederland bv, Ms. Suzanne Hoff,
Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women, Fe Jusay, CDMW, Mr Toni Kofi, Director, Afrika Naast
de Deur, Mr Abdou Menebhi, President, Euro-Mediterraan Centrum voor Migratie en Ontwikkeling,
Mr Peter Payoyo, Programme Manager,
The Philippines Seafearers Assistance
Programme, Mr. Harrie van Onna, and
Senior Adviser, Department of Social
Affair, City of Rotterdam.
The first meeting of the civil society
came up with a number of
recommendations which were placed to
the government representatives in the
first plenary session of the
governmental discussions on 10 July. (Photo: Ms. Leila Rispens-Noe of Oxfam Novibis seen with
participants before leaving the hotel for the civil society meeting in Brussels)

The recommendations among others are:
1) Governments should support systematic, organic and sustained participation and
empowerment of migrants and civil society in the development discussion and process;
2) Clear, coherent, consultative formulation of development policies at national to international
levels should be publicly disseminated so that the migrants and civil society are informed and
can intervene with the policy;
3) Development projects of migrants, Diaspora and civil society should be supported by
governments at local, national, international levels. Governments should also initiate such
programmes to widely involve migrants and stakeholders.
4) Migration matters should be handled globally, not regionally or bilat erally.
5) Governments must ensure that decent working and living conditions prevail in countries of
origin so that workers truly have the option to migrate or not to migrate, whereby migration
becomes a genuine choice.
6) The concerns and interests of
all stakeholders must be
harmonised in order to achieve
a real win-win-win situation,
benefiting migrants as well as
sending and receiving
countries. To this end, both
home and host countries have
responsibility to prevent brain
drain by implementing fiscal
and other policies. (Photo left: Mr. Leila Rispens-Noel of Oxfam Novib is seen during the session in
the civil society meeting)

7) Workers should recognise the rights to organise for all workers, including undocumented
workers as well as those who are domestic workers. Workers should be informed of their
rights, for example, through pre-departure
and post arrival training.
8) Governments should give migrants rights,
including the right to residency.
9) Policies on remittance transfer mechanism
(Photo: Ms Tuky Santillan handing over DFD
position paper to Prince Constantijn while
Drs. Radj Bhondoe, Director of Seva Network
Foundation looks on) should aim to improve

access, lower costs,and increase the range
of choices available to remittance senders.

Policy should also aim to improve remittance-senders’ ability to make informed choices about
which services to use. This requires transparency about the full costs on the part of remittance
service products.
10) Liberalising regulations on entry into the remittance market will simultaneously serve two
purposes. First, increased competition will contribute to lower prices, second, lower barriers to
entry will promote a diversity of services that cater to different needs and thus increase access
to remittance services.
11) Efforts be made to ensure migration and development funding and programming directly
involves diaspora organisations themselves and does not just rely on intermediary NGOs to
ensure their participation.
12) Migrants should have formal representation on all migrant-related policy bodies, including the
GFDM.
13) Embassie/diplomats should be empowered to be centres of service to migrants. Sending
governments should be encouraged to put in place mechanism to interface with their
diasporas.
14) The governments of origin, destination and transit, should ratify and effectively implement as
well as monitor compliance of UN and ILO standards of protection for migrant workers and
their family members.

DFD recommendation included in the Recommendations
The DFD was represented in the civil society meeting by its two Steering Committee
members. They are: Bikash Chowdhury Barua, President of BASUG and Ms. Tuky
Santillan of DFD. During the first session on “Strategies for building and/or strengthening
diaspora/migrant organisations’capacity for development” interventions were made by Bikash
Chowdhury Barua as a follow up of which later DFD suggestion was included in the
Recommendations. The DFD presented proposal was to: “Establish a fund by the receiving
governments at EU level to support the migration and development. Such a fund can support diasporadriven development initiatives and/or to support the capacity building of diaspora organisations”.
Oxfam Novib senior official, Ms. Leila Rispens-Noel earlier, while making interventions underscored
the need for treating the diaspora organisations as partners. She also underscored the need for
inclusion of the migrants in decision making by the governments. Ms. Tuky Santillan handed over the
Position Paper of DFD to Prince Constantijn of the Netherlands at the civil society meeting.

BASUG organises Women Day:

Urgent actions needed to improve situation of women in
Bangladesh
The discussion on “Women : Future of Bangladesh” organised by BASUG on 28th April 2007 in the
Hague underscored
the need for
promotion of
networking
internationally in
order to
specifically combat
violence against
women in
Bangladesh and
also elsewhere in
Europe. Speakers
in the meeting also
stressed the need
for the development
of a common
European agenda
on particular
(Photo: Experts at the
discussion of
BASUG) women issues and fight more effectively to improve the situation of women both in

Bangladesh and in Europe.

Supported by Oxfam Novib, Seva Network Foundation and Mondriaan Onderwijs the discussion was
addressed by resource persons from Bangladesh and Europe including the Netherlands. The following
were the Resource persons who presented papers on different issues relating to women of Bangladesh:
1) Ms. Sultana Kamal, Executive Director of Ain O Salishi kendra and former Adviser to the
Caretaker Government of Bangladesh, 2) Mr. Muhammad Jahangir, Executive Director of
Communication Development Centre and Media Consultant, Grameen Bank, 3) Ms. Dr. Tazeen
Murshid, Associate Professor, International Politics, Universite Libre de Bruxelles, 4) Ms. Maaike de
Loer, Oxfam Novib, 5) Drs. Radj Bhondoe, Director, Seva Network Foundation, 6) Dr. Ahmed
Ziauddin, Consultant, International Law, Convener of Asian Network for the International Criminal
Court, 7) Ms. Masuda Bhatti, London-based journalist, and 8) Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Co-Convener of
UK-Brussels based European Bangladesh Forum. Drs. Peter Custers, Chair, International Centre for
Democracy in
Bangladesh
(ICDB) was the
moderator
of the discussion.
Earlier,
President of
BASUG
Bikash Chowdhury
Barua gave
the opening speech.
Secretary
BASUG, Sudhier
Nannan
conducted the
opening part
of the discussion.
(Photo: Part
of the audience at the
women organised by

discussion on
BASUG)

Another three participants from Bangladesh attended and took part in the discussion. They were: 1)
Mr. M. Nasirul Haque, Chairman of Everbright Foundation (Basug partner), 2) Khalilur Rahman
Chowdhury, Chief Executive, Endeavour (also partner of Basug) and 3) Mr. A.N. Mahmood, Chief
Executive, Bangladesh Legal Aid Services (BLAST). Representatives from a number of development
agencies, diaspora organisations, government officials, development workers, human rights activists,
journalists, individuals and members of Bangaldeshi migrant organisations in some European
countries attended the discussion and took part in the discussion. Bangladeshi students studying in the
Institute of Social Studies, Den Haag and IHE, Delft also attended the discussion.
Bangladeshi Fashion Show & Cultural events
The second part of the day-long programme was fashion show based on the Bangladesh culture and
tradition and cultural programme. The fashion show based on Bangladeshi culture and being the first
of its kind in the Netherlands drew much appreciation both by the Bangladeshi diaspora and the people
from other nationals including the Dutch. The two celebrated dance artists from Bangladesh, Ms.
Shamim Ara Nipa and her dance partner, Shibli Mohammad enthralled the audience by their lively
performance.

Video message of Prof. Muhammad Yunus for BASUG
Professor Muhammad Yunus, the 2006 Nobel laureate for Peace and founder of Grameen Bank sent a
video message on the discussion organised by BASUG. In his 5-minutes long video message Prof.
Yunus lauded the initiative of BASUG in organising the discussion on such an important issue of
Bangladesh. In his recorded speech made exclusively for the Discussion Professor Yunus said, ‘We
want women to be in every sphere -in politics, in business, in executive positions, in administrations,
everywhere. We have to make sure that they are in decision making powers, they are in political
process, they are at least half of the parliament, they are at least half of any other political institution
we have, in every single institution we have.’ (Detailed video message has been included in the Final
Report published out after the programme)

Need for policy advocacy for Remittance - Dr. Manuel Orozco
The Hague: Dr. Manuel Orozco, Director of Remittances and Development at the Inter-American
Dialogue and a senior Researcher at the Institute for the Study of International Migrartion at
Georgetown University underscored the need for policy advocacy to create an healthy environment for
remittances in receiving countries since it contributes substantially to the national economy,
particularly in combating poverty and inequality.
Speaking at the first meeting of the Working Group Remittances of European Microfinance Platform
at Oxfam Novib office on 8 June, Dr. Manuel said, it is good to use the bank accounts in sending
remittance. But he continued, in many countries the immigrants can not open a bank account. There is
also lack of financial literacy to educate the customers. He opined that when the senders have bank
accounts they are three times more likely to send money to support family business. The banks should
do more to attract the immigrants, said Dr. Manuel who himself is an immigrant to the United States
from Nicaragua. (Photo: Dr. Manuel at Novib meeting. Also seen from left are: Ms. Leila Rispens-Noel, Ms.
Tanja Lubbers, Head of Popular Campaign, Oxfam Novib)

The meeting was also addressed by Ms.
Tanja Lubbers, head of Popular
Campaign, Oxfam Novib, Leila RispensNoel of Oxfam Novib, J. Pouit of
RARAD Foundation/My Transfer,
Geneva, Tamara Zabala of Spanish
Ministry of foreign affairs and
Cooperation, Frans Bouwen, The Hague
Process on Refugees and Migration,
Nina Molitor of German Cooperative
and Raiffeisen confederation. Two representatives from the Dutch Foreign ministry, Lyke Bosma
(Department of International Migration) and Mannie Janssen (Sustainable Economic Development),
Mariel Vincent Rapisura, trainer of Social Enterprise Development Partnership, the Philippines,
Bikash Chowdhury Barua, member of the working Group Remittance and President, BASUGBangladesh Support Group, Doris Alfafara, COS Utrecht and also a member of working group
Remittance and Robert Meins, Chairman, Foundation for International Migration and Development
also took part in the discussion.
Earlier, Ms. Tanja Lubbers, Head of Popular Campaign, Oxfam Novib addressing the working
committee meeting said, remittance has today become one of the major income sources of many
developing countries and micro finance can be used for poverty alleviation. She said, Oxfam Novib
believes in engaging in partnership and with this aim in view it stimulates the migrant organisations
and the civil societies through Linkis to provide technical and financial support to the civil society.
Terming ‘poverty’ as lack of right Ms Tanja said, Oxfam Novib now reaches 70 million people around
the world and ‘we are working hard to make a difference and a world without poverty.’ Earlier, Ms.
Leila Rispens-Noel of Oxfam Novib introduced Dr Manuel Orozco and welcomed the members
present in the meeting. Ms. Tamara Zabla of the Spanish Ministry also addressed the meeting.

Dr. Manuel addresses DFD members
Later, in the evening Dr.
Manuel Orozco in a separate
meeting addressed the
members of the newly floated
platform of the Netherlandsbased Diaspora organisations
styled, DFD (Diaspora Forum
for Development) at the
(Photo: members of DFD with
Dr. Manuel at DFD meeting)

African Humanitarian
Foundation office building.
DFD Steering committee member Bikash Chowdhury Barua introduced Dr. Manuel in the meeting.

Ms Leila Rispens-Noel of Oxfam Novib also addressed the gathering. Dr. Manuel shared with the
migrant leaders his experience in some countries in Africa and Asia where most of the migrants in the
Netherlands come from. The meeting was followed by an African dinner. Dr. Manuel was presented
with the traditional Dutch cheese by DFD steering committee members, Doris Alfafara and Tuky
Santillan.

Expatriates to be allowed to vote, also with dual citizenship
The Bangladesh Election Commission has initiated a move to include the Bangladeshi expatriates in
the electoral roll to give them the opportunity of voting for their chosen candidates from abroad. The
EC has already reviewed the concerned laws and decided to make some changes in the Representation
of the People Order 1972 in this regard, said a commissioner in Dhaka recently. ‘The EC has decided
to allow the Bangladeshi expatriates to exercise their right of franchise, and I hope that they will be
eligible to vote in the upcoming polls,’ Election Commissioner Muhammed Sohul Hussain told
reporters at his office in Dhaka, capital city of Bangladesh.

Professor Yunus among All Time Top 30 Global Entrepreneurs
NEW YORK: Micro-credit Guru of Bangladesh, Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus is once
again the hit news by becoming the “All Time Top 30 Entrepreneurs of the World”.
The prestigious ‘Business week’ has recently made it public. Professor Yunus has been
selected for his innovative micro-credit theory which has been proved to a very
successful way towards eradication of poverty. India’s IT Guru Azim Premji has also
been named as one of the ‘All time top 30 entrepreneurs’. The modern heroes find
themselves in the illustrious company of Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Henry Ford, Benjamin
Franklin, John D Rockefeller, Thomas Edison and Michael Dell.
The 30 selected include a Ming dynasty explorer Zheng He, who lived in the 15th century, to fast food
titans to contemporary computer whizzes. Among them are Mayer Amschel Rothschild, John Jacob
Astor, Milton Hershey, W. K. Kellogg, Joseph Horn and Frank Hardart Ray Kroc, Madam C. J.
Walker, Estie Lauder, Ernest Gallo, Thomas Watson Sr, Thomas Watson Jr, Sam Walton Earl Graves
Andy Grove, Ralph Lauren, Martha Stewart, Richard Branson, Oprah Winfrey, Jeff Bezos and Pierre
Omidyar.

London Bangla TV assures support to BASUG
The Belgium-based Bangladeshi Diaspora organisation, Association of Bangladeshi Community in
Belgium organised a
cultural programme in
Brussels to observe the New
Bengali year recently.
Popular singer, Ms.
Mumtaz from Bangladesh
was the main attraction of
the programme. BASUG
President, Mr. Bikash
Chowdhury Barua held a
meeting with the Director
(News and Current
Affairs) of London-based
Bengali TV Channel,
Bangla TV, Mr. Shamsul
Alam Liton and discussed
the possibilities of future
co-operation in
connection with media
coverage in t.v. on issues
relating to situation of women in Bangladesh. Mr. Shamsul Alam assured his full support to BASUG
and invited the BASUG President to come to London for a talk show on the issues. (Photo shows: from
left, Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, Mr. Shamsul Alam, Ms. Sumana Chowdhury, Bikash Chowdhury Barua and leader of
the Bangaldeshi community in Belgium and a member of the local municipality.)
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