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Visit Sri Lanka: Discussion with stakeholders on Remittance
As a part of the BASUG-INAFI-SEEDS on going Remittance project in Sri Lanka, BASUG President visited Sri
Lanka in mid-February this year to see the progress of the progress and met two separate groups of family members
of the European migrants there. He discussed with them on issues relating to remittance transfer, their financial
position, existing investment environment and entrepreneurship possibilities. Supported by EC-UN & JMDI the
project, ‘Leveraging Remittance for Socio Economic Development of Sri Lanka’ is being implemented by a
consortium of three organisations- BASUG, SEEDS (Sri Lanka) and INAFI Bangladesh. BASUG is the lead
organisation of the whole project.
Earlier, BASUG President, Bikash Chowdhury Barua attended the national Remittance forum organised by SEEDS
at Colombo Hotel Inter-continental on 16 February 2010. The key objectives of the forum among others were:
advocate remittance stakeholders on ground realities, present best models for formal remittance channels,
initiate/develop special SME products for remittance recipients, knowledge sharing on constraints and barriers,
build strategic alliances in remittance market and develop market-oriented remittance products tailored to meet
customer needs. Representatives from different commercial and government owned banks, stock brokers, noncommercial banks, Sri Lanka bureau of foreign employment and micro-finance institutions attended the forum. It
may be mentioned here that this was the first of a series of social dialogues among the major stakeholders in the
remittance market in Sri Lanka.

(BASUG President Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua is addressing the opening session of the Remittance forum at
Colombo Inter-continental hotel. Managing Director of SEEDS Mr Shakila Wijewardena and Executive Director of
INAFI Asia Mr Atiqun Nabi are also seen in the photo)
From the discussion it came up that there was an urgent need for sophisticated information system to gather and
develop information on remitting behaviour of Europe-bound migrants and their remittance recipients and also
information of economic cost structure of remittance market. According to the financial institutions participated in
the forum they do not have specific insight of remitting behaviour of Sri Lankan Europe-going migrants and
remittance recipients. On the other hand, the forum was told that the Exchange Control Department of the Central
Bank of Sri Lanka had no place to develop this kind of information system due to absence of legitimate support.
The Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment has no legitimate permission to gather information on remittance
recipients and all the remitters from Europe. They are only allowed to take information about worker remitters or
Sri Lankan employees in Europe and other countries.

1

(Photo: INAFI officials interviewing the migrant family members in two separate areas of Negambar, Sri Lanka in
February 2010. Below: BASUG, INAFI and SEEDS officials holding meeting with the religious leaders at a church
in Sri Lanka during their visit in February 2010)

While some participants suggested that exchange houses in different European countries could help reduce the
transfer cost and this could be done in collaboration with different banks of Sri Lanka, others said, this might not be
the solution. Because, according to the last group the
remitters usually want to have Money Transfer
Organisation (MTO) close to their doors and they
proposed to have agreement with MTOs in Europe.
There were also recommendations that the European
countries, EU, UN, the World Bank and other
multilateral development agencies could jointly
undertake an initiative to find out ways so that huge
undocumented migrants could remit through formal
channel.

BASUG Italian Chapter formed

Work on Financial literacy workshop for Sri Lankan migrants in Italy
Rome: BASUG at a simple ceremony in Rome launched its Italian Chapter on March 3. With this setting up of this
new Chapter BASUG has now three separate Chapters excluding its headquarters in the Netherlands. The other two
Chapters are housed in the U.K. and Belgium.
A 5 member Executive Committee
of BASUG Italy Chapter has been
formed to run the activities of the
organisation in Italy. Mr. Raju
Ahmed was nominated as
Coordinator while Mr Hafizur
Rahman Mitu Joint Coordinator.
Other members of the Chapter are:
Ms. Arifa, Mr. Khan Nuruzzaman
and Ms. Runa. (Photo: BASUG President Bikash Chowdhury Barua and BASUG UK Coordinator Mr Ansar Ahmed
Ullah are seen with the Bangladeshi community leaders and BASUG Italy Chapter members at a local restaurant in
Rome on March 2. In the Italy BASUG Coordinator, Raju Ahmed)
The launching program was attended by Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua, President of BASUG from the Netherlands
and Mr. Anasar Ahmed Ullah, UK Coordinator of BASUG. Immediate after the formation of the new Italian
BASUG chapter, it has work on organising a financial literacy workshop to be held on 30 May 2010 in Rome.
Three members of the newly formed committee met the Bangladesh ambassador Mr.Masud Bin Momen on 19 April
at his embassy office to apprise him (ambassador) of the forthcoming workshop and invite him to be the guest of
honour. Members who met the ambassador were: Coordinator Raju Ahmed, Joint Coordinator Hafizur Rahman
Mithu and member Rahid Ahmed Tomal. They will also soon meet the Sri Lankan ambassador in Italy for the same
purpose. The new Italian chapter has been working closely with the Sri Lankan community leaders in connection
with the forthcoming financial literacy workshop for the Italian migrants.
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BASUG to organise Financial Literacy Workshop in Rome 30 May
BASUG will hold its first financial literacy workshop and training on 30 May 2010 in Italy. The workshop is a part
of the on-going project of BASUG with its partner organisation in Sri Lanka, SEEDS (Sarvodaya Economic
Enterprise Development Services (Guarantee) Ltd and INAFI (International Network of Alternative Financial
Institutions) Bangladesh. The project is being powered by the EC-UN Joint Initiative on Migration and
Development.
The workshop will be participated by the Sri Lankan migrants in Italy. Senior officials and representatives from
different financial institutions, Money transfer house including IFAD and representatives from BASUG’s partner
organisations in Sri Lanka (SEEDS) and Bangladesh (INAFI) will also join the workshop. The workshop will be
conducted by the trainers from Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. The workshop will be held at Hotel Ariston in Rome,
Italy. The program will start at 14:30 and end at 19:30 to be followed by a cultural program. The main objectives of
the training among others are to enhance formal channel of remittances transfer; equip remittance senders with
adequate knowledge and skill on how to identify their financial position, define their financial goals, familiarise
them with different financial products including productive investment opportunities in small and medium social
enterprises back at home.
Sri Lankan ambassador in Italy Mr.Hemanthas Warnakualsuriya and ambassador of Bangladesh in Itay Mr. Masud
Bin Momen are likely to join the opening session of the workshop. Senior officials and trainers from INAFI
Bangladesh, SEEDS, BASUG, the Netherlands, UK Chapter of BASUG and Orixlanka of Sri Lanka will take part
in the workshop. A total of 60 participants are expected to take part in the workshop. The workshop will be
followed by a cultural event to be presented by the Sri Lankan and Bangladeshi artists.

BASUG EC discuss progress of Sri Lanka Remittance project
The Hague, 9 Dec 2009: BASUG in its board meeting held recently discussed and reviewed the progress of the ongoing EC-UN Joint Migration and Development Initiative (JMDI) project. Chaired by Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin,
Director, Projects and Development of the organisation, the meeting held at BASUG office, expressed satisfaction
at the partner-level cooperation in the process of project implementation.
The project titled, “Leveraging Remittances for Socioeconomic Development in Sri Lanka” is being implemented
by a consortium of three organisations- BASUG, INAFI Bangladesh and SEEDS of Sri Lanka is being powered by
EC-UN Joint Migration and Development Initiative. The target clients of this project are Sri Lankan migrants in
four European countries -the Netherlands, Germany, France and Italy- and their family member in Sri Lanka.
The overall objectives of the projects among others are: advocacy on formal channel of remittances transfer both in
country of origin and country of destination; conduct financial literacy training both in country of origin and country
of destination; develop financial products like savings, credit and insurance products to the remittances recipient
families; offer enterprise development training and business development services to the remittances recipient
families; link the enterprises of remittances recipient families with Microfinance Institutions(MFIs) and mainstream
financial institutions like banks and non-banks financial institutions. It may be mentioned here that under a unique
joint initiative of EC-UN two separate projects of BASUG and INAFI Bangladesh were nominated as the best
practices and were showcased in the first ever ‘Knowledge Fair’ in Brussels in November 2008.
As a follow up of the nomination both the organisations along with SEEDS of Sri Lanka submitted a joint project
proposal when EC-UN JMDI invited applications from the civil society groups and local governments for the
project aiming at development impact in 16 targeted countries. The target countries were: Georgia, Moldova,
Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Cape Verde, Ghana, Nigeria, Mali, Ethiopia, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Jamaica and
Ecuador The meeting expressed satisfaction at the partner-level report submitted by the partner organisations. All
the three partner organizations- BASUG, INAFI Bangladesh and SEEDS submitted their reports on the progress of
the project which were okayed by JMDI.
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BASUG assured of support from Sri Lankan embassy in Netherlands
In connection with the financial literacy workshop for the Sri Lankan migrants in the Netherlands BASUG
President Bikash Chowdhury Barua held a meeting with the First Secretary of the Sri Lankan embassy in the
Netherlands, Mr. Senarath Dissanayaka on 26 March 2010 at the embassy building.
Bikash Chowdhury apprised the First Secretary of BASUG’s plan to hold the financial literacy workshop for the Sri
Lankan migrant community in the Netherlands. After a detailed discussion the embassy official showed interest in
the idea and assured possible support to organise the event. Mr. Dissanayaka said that he would invite BASUG at a
Sri Lankan festival which will be held in the near future in the Hague. Such event, according to him, would give
BASUG a chance to reach the bigger part of the Sri Lankan community in the Netherlands.
Later on the same day in the evening BASUG
President met the Sri Lankan Ambassador in the
Netherlands at the Independence Day party which
was thrown by Bangladesh ambassador in the
Netherlands. The Sri Lankan ambassador told him
that she was informed of BASUG’s program from
her First Secretary and she showed interest in the
plan. She assured all possible support from her
embassy in reaching out to the Sri Lankan
community in the Netherlands. She verbally
accepted the invitation when BASUG President requested her to attend the opening session of the financial literacy
workshop as chief guest. (Photo: BASUG Chair Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua is explaining different aspects of the
financial literacy workshop to Sri Lankan diplomat Mr Dissanayaka (left) at the Sri Lankan embassy office in the Hague
in January 2010)

Meeting with Sri Lankan migrants in Rome successful
The meeting with the Sri Lankan migrant leaders in Rome was very successful as they showed much interest when
BASUG leadership placed its plan to organise financial literacy training for their community in Italy. This initiative
is something unique taken by a diaspora organisation on the issue Remittance.
It may be mentioned that BASUG leaders paid a visit to Italy see for themselves the ground work for the
forthcoming Remittance workshop to be held in Rome on 30 May 2010. They held two separate meetings with the
community leaders of Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh living in Rome on 2 and 3
March 2010.
BASUG leaders who went to Italy were
its President Bikash Chowdhury Barua
and BASUG UK chapter Coordinator,
Ansar Ahmed Ullah. The meetings were
attended among others by Raju Ahmed,
Hafizur Rahman Mitu, Rahid Ahmed
Tomal and Mr Sunil Augustine,
community leader of Sri Lankan
migrants in Italy. (Picture shows from
left Sri Lankan cimmunity leader Sunil
Augustine, Money2Money senior official, Mr. Kumar Kulandran, a Sri Lankan, BASUG President Mr Bikash
Chowdhury Barua & BASUG UK Coordinator, Mr. Ansar Ahmed Ullah after the meeting at a restaurant in Rome
in March 2010,) After consultation with the Sri Lankan community leaders in Rome the day for holding the
workshop was fixed on Sunday, as according to them, most Sri Lankan prefer to do family work on Saturday. They
also suggested that some cultural event at the end of the workshop/training on financial literacy should be included.
Otherwise, they were afraid that the response from the Sri Lankan migrants to join the workshop/training might not
be that positive. The meeting hoped that both the ethnic groups- the Sinhalese and the Tamils would join the
workshop, which is a big challenge being faced by BASUG in all its four target countries in Europe

4

Meeting with Money2Money official in Rome
Rome: A meeting was held between the visiting BASUG officials and the senior official of Money2Money, a
Money Transfer Organisation in Italy. The meeting was arranged at the initiative of Mr Brindley de Zylva, the
Executive Director of Orixlanka, the only private sector financial institution in Sri Lanka to collect remittance from
abroad.
Mr. Kumar Kulandran, a senior official of Money2Money came to Rome from Milan to hold the meeting with
BASUG leaders, Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua and Mr Ansar Ahmed Ullah. BASUG Italy Chapter Coordinator, Mr
Raju Ahmed, Joint Coordinator, Mitu Mohammad and Sri Lanaka community leader, Mr Sunil Augustine were also
present. Mr. Kulandran extended his support to air the live program of the workshop for one hour at the Sri Lankan
TV channels in Italy. There will be at least three senior officials from Money2Money to attend the BASUG
workshop on 30 May 2010 in Rome.
`

More news on the on-going Project

The project is progressing towards the originally envisaged outputs. But it is a challenging task especially in
identifying the target clients- the Sri Lankan migrants staying in the target countries of Europe. As there is a conflict
between Tamils and Singhalese, BASUG has been proceeding very carefully so that the ethnic sensitivity is not
affected. However, BASUG is doing its best to overcome such challenges and is engaged in identifying the target
clients.
BASUG is working on identifying the target clients in these 4 countries. BASUG has developed project operational
plan and also preliminary Clients’ Assessment Form to identify Sri Lankan migrants in the Netherlands, Germany,
Italy, and France. BASUG has already developed a strategy to identify the target clients. BASUG has already
identified some Sri Lankan contact persons in the project implementing countries and has already opened its new
Chapter in Italy where a financial literacy workshop for the Sri Lankan migrants in Italy will be organised on 30
May 2010. BASUG is using its existing network and has already selected one focal person in Italy, France and the
Netherlands, who are Sri Lankan origin. Although BASUG planned to collect contact details of Sri Lankan migrants
from the information collected by SEEDS from the family members of migrants staying in Sri Lanka but it did not
go as per plan. During our visit to some migrant family members in Sri Lanka we found that most of them were not
willing to give the addresses of their family members living in Europe. The reason we found that many of them
either illegal or were not willing to share the addresses. BASUG has already made contacts with two ethnic groups
of Sri Lanka in the Netherlands and the majority Sinhalese group in France.

France:Meeting Lankan migrant community and religious leaders
Two separate meetings – one with the Sri Lankan religious leader n 6 February and the other with Sri Lankan
community leaders- took place in Paris on 6th and 7th February 2010 respectively. The groups were first a little bit
sceptics but when things were made clear showed interest to organise the financial literacy training/workshop in
Paris. In the Paris meeting Sri Lankan community leaders, Mr Deepa Abeygunawardana, Mr Ramjith Abeyratna,
Mr. J. Maciz and the high priest of Sri Lankan Buddhist temple in Paris, Venerable Kitnander were present. A third
meeting is planned in the first week of June 2010 to finalise the date for the training/workshop. BASUG also held
separate meeting with the Bangladeshi community leaders in Paris and sought their support in organising the
financial literacy training in France. The Bangladeshi community leaders assured all support and took the
responsibility to arrange hall in a place which can easily be reached by the participants.

Meeting with Money Transfer House, Ria in Amsterdam
A meeting between officials of BASUG and Montey Transfer groups ( Ria) was held on 21 April at Ria'
s office in
Amsterdam. The meeting was attended by Mr. V. P. Singh of Ria and SR Money Transfer and Mr Bikash
Chowdhury Barua, President of BASUG. They discussed the possibilities of future collaboration in the field of
remittance especially to create awareness among the migrants to send remittance through proper channels. Mr Singh
assured possible support to BASUG’s events on Remittance to be organised in near future.
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PICTORIAL

From left: IOM Cluster Manager Ralph Welcker is seen with BASUG Adviser and Director Projects Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin
(left) and BASUG President Bikash Chowdhury Barua; (2) Professor Jennifer Brinkerhoff of George Washington
University, US during interview BASUG Chair on Diaspora philanthropy in Amsterdam on 13 Feb; (3) Prof Abdullah
Abu Sayeed, writer and founder of Biswa Sahitya Kendro during his visit to BASUG office in the Hague on 21-2-2010

Left: Ms.Corine van Reeuwijk of CARITAS Luxembourg during her meeting with BASUG officials at Utrecht on 26
February 2010; Right: Two former Dutch ambassadors in Bangladesh (Mr Dick C.B. den Haas 2nd from right) are seen
with BASUG board members Sumana Chowdhury and Bikash Chowdhury Barua at the Independence day party thrown
by Bangladesh Embassy in the Netherlands on 26 March 2010 in the Hague.

Bangladesh ambassador in the Netherlands, Mr Mizanur Rahman left is seen speaking at the reception thrown by the
embassy in observance of the Independence Day of Bangladesh on 26 March 2010 in the Hague. Right partial view of the
guests at the party.
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