
 
 

EVENT REPORT 

 

BASUG e.V. organised a workshop on ‘Remittance for Community Development and 

Financial Literacy’ at the DGB conference hall in Bonn on 3 October 2015. The workshop 

was a part of the Project titled, “Publications and Literacy Program on Development Policy 

for the Bangladeshi Expatriates”. BASUG with the support from the German development 

organization, Environment and Development Foundation North Rhine-Westphalia (SUE-

NRW) has implemented this project. The  main  objectives  of  the  workshop  were  to  

enhance  formal  channel  of remittances  transfer;  equip  remittance  senders  with  adequate  

knowledge and skill on how to identify their financial position, define their financial goals,  

familiarize  them  with  different  financial  products  including productive  investment  

opportunities  in  small  and  medium  social enterprises  back  at  home.  A documentary film 

and launching of BASUG website in German version were also the integral part of the 

workshop. 

 

 



(From left Project Consultant of Foundation Environment and Development North Rhine-

Westphalia (SUE-NRW), Mr. Wilson Budde-Iser, Deputy Mayor (Bürgermeisterin) of Bonn, 

Ms. Gabriele Klingmüller, Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua, Chairman, BASUG HQ, the 

Netherlands and Commercial Counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy in Germany, Mr. Dr Syed 

Masum Ahmed Choudhury in the opening session) 

BASUG Diaspora and Development e.V. (www.basug.eu), a Europe-based Diaspora 

organization has been working on important issues on migration and Development, proper 

utilization of remittance, gender and social compliances in Ready Made Garment sector.  It 

has been working in Bangladeshi communities in European countries including Germany, the 

Netherlands, UK, Italy and works also in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka as well for last few 

years. 

 

(The Commercial Counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy in Germany, Mr. Dr Syed Masum 

Ahmed Choudhury speaking in the opening session) 

The Deputy Mayor (Bürgermeisterin) of Bonn, Ms. Gabriele Klingmüller attended the 

program as chief guest, while Commercial Counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy in Germany, 

Mr. Dr Syed Masum Ahmed Choudhury addressed the session as special guest.  Project 

Consultant of Foundation Environment and Development North Rhine-Westphalia (SUE-

NRW), Mr. Wilson Budde-Iser attended the program as guest of honour and Mr Bikash 

Chowdhury Barua, Chairman, BASUG HQ, the Netherlands chaired the opening session. The 

research report on the existing practices and the financial literacy of the Bangladeshi 

expatriates living in NRW was presented by AHM Abdul Hai, Project Coordinator of 

BASUG Germany. Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, Adviser and President of BASUG e.V. Germany 

moderated the working session where three discussants- Dr. M. M. Islam, Senior Researcher, 

Bonn University and Secretary, BASUG e.V. Germany, Mr Md Anowarul Kabir, President, 

German -Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industries and Dr. Corazon Dee, Senior 

Expert, PUM Netherlands and Chairperson, ERCMOVE/EPIC presented separate papers. 

About 50 participants from different stakeholders including development and civil society 

organisations, policy makers and Bangladeshi migrant community members took part in the 

workshop. A documentary film produced by BASUG on “Remittances for Community 

Development” in Bangladesh was screened in the opening ceremony.  

http://www.basug.eu/


 
(In the panel discussion, Dr. M. M. Islam, Senior Researcher, Bonn University and Secretary, 

BASUG e.V. Germany is presenting the key-note paper) 

On this occasion, Chief Guest of the workshop Ms Gabriele Klingmüller, Deputy Mayor of 

Bonn city launched the BASUG website in German version. This opened a new page and 

world for BASUG, which has so long the website in English language only. In his speech 

Founder Chairman of BASUG Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua said, the German version of the 

Website will help us reach the mainstream German community members. The information 

that we shall put on our website will focus, mainly on positive aspects of migration and the 

contribution that the Diasporas/migrants contribute to the development not only to their 

countries of orgin, but also to the countries of destination.  

 
(The Deputy Mayor (Bürgermeisterin) of Bonn, Ms. Gabriele Klingmüller is speaking in the 

opening session, while Project Consultant of Foundation Environment and Development 

North Rhine-Westphalia (SUE-NRW), Mr. Wilson Budde-Iser, Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua, 

Chairman, BASUG HQ, the Netherlands, Commercial Counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy in 

Germany, Mr. Dr Syed Masum Ahmed Choudhury and Project Coordinator of BASUG 

Germany Mr AHM Abdul Hai are seen in the  opening session) 



Addressing the workshop, Deputy City Mayor of Bonn Ms Gabriele Klingmüller expressed 

her gratitude to Bangladeshi expatriates for being a part of Bonn workshop. She mentioned 

that Bonn is the city of international development partners including United Nations, WHO, 

GIZ, who are concentrating in sustainable development. German development partnership 

with different countries involves humanitarian approach encouraging civil society role for 

social and community development, rule of justice and opinion of equality, she added. She 

said, “We think of financing and insuring the poorest in order to safeguard the way to 

economically self-sustaining through micro-insurance and public micro-credits. You 

Bangladeshi expatriates come from a beautiful country with enormous potentials but the 

country faced lot of problems caused by exploitation of business profits. She said, 

“Regarding your fashion industry, as a city Mayor of Fairtrade town Bonn, I strongly 

advocate for fair and safe working condition. I highly appreciate the endeavour of expatriates 

for encouraging and bringing up the approach of financial literacy among the expatriates for 

the community development in the home country. It is clear from the workshop, how much 

you people love and protect your country. I must appreciate and wish the success of all 

project ideas that you bring today.”  

 
 

(Chief Guest in the workshop the Deputy Mayor of Bonn Ms Gabriele Klingmüller speaking 

in the opening session) 

 

The Guest of Honour of the workshop Mr. Wilson Budde-Iser, Project Consultant, 

Foundation Environment and Development North Rhine-Westphalia (SUE-NRW) expressed 

his satisfaction to become a development partner by financing the project. He added that his 

foundation supports and funds projects for sustainable development, climate protection, fair 

trade, intercultural learning and political education from civil-society organizations in the 

state of North Rhine-Westphalia in Germany. SUE-NRW is funding the project “Publications 

and Literacy Program on Development Policy for the Bangladeshi Expatriates” from BASUG 

Diaspora and Development e.V., Germany. With this project BASUG wants to establish its 

organisation in Germany and inform about development questions and projects in Bangladesh 

and Southeast Asia. “We support the new German homepage from BASUG, the translation of 

articles and the transcription of Videos and Interviews, the publication of German 

Newsletters and also Workshops for Financial Literacy for Bangladeshi Expatriates”- he 

added. He mentioned that remittance from migrants for projects in their home countries is a 

very important issue and can be an important contribution for community development. The 

activities and projects from BASUG are good examples for this. 



 

 
 

(Journalist of ATN News Mr Khan Liton is taking interview of the Chief Guest the Deputy 

Mayor of Bonn Ms Gabriele Klingmüller, while Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua and Mr AHM 

Abdul Hai look on ) 

 

Dr. Syed Masum Ahmed Choudhury, the Commercial Counsellor of Bangladesh Embassy in 

Germany spoke as a special guest in the workshop. He mentioned that remittance is a very 

important fuel for the development of Bangladesh for many years. The continuous support of 

the expatriate Bangladeshi nationals is the integral part of country’s national income. He 

added that the embassy of Bangladesh in Berlin is always helpful in guiding the expatriate 

Bangladeshis for sending remittance to Bangladesh in proper ways. He mentioned in his 

speech that Government of Bangladesh has taken a program called Public Private Partnership 

(PPP) and you the expatriates can contribute as a private partner in a public sector 

development projects. He thanked BASUG for such an initiative for community 

development.  

 

THE DOCUMENTARY FILM 

A documentary film made by BASUG on “Remittance for Community Development” was 

screened in the workshop which focussed on the concrete projects in sectors that could make 

a significant contribution to local development such as water purification, solar energy, 

building schools and colleges, cold storage, setting up fisheries, leather factories etc. and 

stimulate local entrepreneurship including women, with the support of the Diasporas. 

Documentary also focused on how to send the remittances in Bangladesh and how that 

money can be used in a income generating activities such as small and medium enterprises. 

The main message of the documentary was to channel the remittance in a formal way so that 

it can contribute to the national economy as well as income generating activities of the 

senders’ family.  



 
 

(A partial view of the participants in the workshop in Bonn) 

 

MAPPING REPORT 

 

During the working session, Mr. AHM Abdul Hai, Project Coordinator of BASUG Germany 

presented the survey based results named “Mapping Report on Remittance for Community 

Development and Financial Literacy” where Mr Md Khurshid Hasan and Mr AHM Abdul 

Hai jointly contributed for the analysis. Mr. Hai said that they have contacted a total of 20 

Bangladeshi expatriates considering their representation from different areas of NRW and 

different age, sex and professions. The survey was conducted in July and August 2015 with a 

questionnaire containing 15 open and close-ending questions. Dissemination of preliminary 

findings has been done by the beginning of September 2015. He said that families of most of 

the Bangladeshi expatriates in Germany do not depend on the remittance rather they have 

own source of income. In spite of that the expatriates send some money to their relatives for 

some occasional expenditure like festivals, rituals, ceremony or family needs through banks 

like Western Union, MoneyGram, RIA, Valu or Aftab money transfer agencies. Only 10 

percent of them send money in both ways like through banks and also through friends, he 

added. The survey result says that almost 50 percent of the participants want to invest in 

some sort of business in Bangladesh but their willingness is not clearly revealed as they 

suspect some fear of insecurity and unfair business environment. Some of the non-resident 

Bangladeshis recommended to ease the laws for them in case of investment in Bangladesh, to 

improve the political stability, to prevent corruption and politicization and to offer loans in 

special credit rates to the expatriate investors in Bangladesh.  

 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

In the panel discussion, Dr. M. M. Islam, Senior Researcher, Bonn University and Secretary, 

BASUG e.V. Germany presented the key-note paper on "Migration and Remittances for 

Sustainable Development: Context of Bangladesh". Dr. Islam emphasized on financial 

literacy which is defined as the ability to make informed decisions and to take effective 

actions. He said that low levels of financial literacy amongst migrants and their families may 

create barriers as they struggle to understand the terms used in financial services and the 

features of different financial products.  It can result in low levels of confidence when 

choosing across financial providers and products and can leave individuals particularly 

susceptible to fraud and miss-information. He presented that recently  Government  of  

Bangladesh  has  put  a  number  of  efforts  to  facilitate  overseas employment such as 



government to government (G2G) which can reduce  the  cost  of  migration  significantly as 

well as curb  mishandling  of  the  middle men which is believed to be the major cause of 

illegal migration.  

 

(A partial view of the participants in the workshop in Bonn) 

Mr Md Anowarul Kabir, President of German-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and 

Industries presented paper on Socio-Economic Development of Bangladesh: Responsibilities 

and Challenges for NRBs. Mr. Kabir said that non-resident Bangladeshis residing abroad face 

many problems when they go to Bangladesh especially for establishing a production unit 

where they have to register in the Board of Investment, get trade license, public utilities and 

clearance which takes almost a year to complete. Government attitude towards NRB’s 

investment is not economic friendly and not efficient in providing necessary services. Many 

investors lose their patience and keep calm. He said that Bangladesh needs more technical 

graduates rather than general graduates. Mr. Kabir expected that Government of Bangladesh 

would overcome those problems and establish a business friendly environment so that NRBs 

could invest more in Bangladesh.  

Dr. Corazon Dee, Senior Expert of PUM Netherlands and Chairperson of ERCMOVE/EPIC 

discussed different aspects of remittance for development projects and financial literacy, 

while Dr Ahmed Ziauddin, President of BASUG e.V. moderated the session. Dr. Dee 

emphasized on financial literacy and investing the remittances in a productive way. Dr. 

Corazon Dee presented her paper on “Linking Diasporas through Financial Literacy” where 

she mainly focused on financial literacy as a means of development. She presented that 

financial literacy works through some methods to achieve the desired goals. She said in order 

to build asset base, better financial risk management, and empowerment of migrant families, 

reducing vulnerability and improving the quality of life some methods of financial literacy 

have to be applied. She mentioned that there are several methods that need to be applied such 

as transparency and competition in remittances, product design for financial institutions (FIs), 

converting senders and recipients into clients of FIs, business development and 

entrepreneurship and diaspora investment in the country of origin. She emphasised on 



diaspora investment on the community development of the country of origin. She identified 

the types of income and also the uses of income in her presentation. She encouraged the 

migrant residents to form an investment club in the country of destination (COD) to better 

way of portfolio management. She requested them to invest money through this investment 

club in the stock market and earn profit. She gave an example of Pilipino-European 

Investment Club which is running successfully in her supervision. She suggested to invest in 

portfolio investment such as financial and stock market.  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

Speakers in the workshop stressed on enhancing the formal channel of remittances transfer; 

equipping remittance senders with adequate knowledge and skill on how to identify their 

financial position, define their financial goals, familiarise them with different financial 

products including productive investment opportunities in small and medium social 

enterprises back at home.  

 

The participants asked questions regarding the innovation of community development, how 

the project becomes successful, where are the scopes for community development etc. Mr. 

Moulik, one of the participants in the workshop asked the panellist regarding the community 

development system, its processes for the Bangladeshi expatriates. He also questioned on 

how BASUG can deal with the refugees and migrants to Germany to establish financial 

literacy. Another question was placed by Ms. Marina who raised the issue of social security 

of Bangladeshi expatriates returning home country. She seriously concerned about the 

inhuman and brutal murders and mishaps happening inside the country. She sees no 

guarantee of a secured life in Bangladesh. Dr. Rizviul Kabir, an expatriate Bangladeshi 

attending the workshop asked Dr. Islam about the illegal migration from Bangladesh to other 

countries and still they are contributing to the national economy by sending remittances. 

What government could do to legalize them foreign countries? He also placed question to Dr. 

Dee to explain how a person can invest in a volatile financial market where many instances 

the market become manipulated. A participant in the workshop claimed that an illegal 

migrant Bangladeshi if he/she dies in foreign countries, then the dead body will not be carried 

to Bangladesh by Bangladesh airlines. Government then start seeking the status of his/her 

legal departure to foreign countries which is very inhuman and illogical according to him.  

 

To answer these questions, the panellist replied on the illegal migration issues, they said that 

this problem can be solved only government to government negotiations, making them 

legalize will not solve the problem. Dr. Ziauddin said “illegal migration” in not the 

appropriate term here, rather we should use “irregular migrants”. Regarding the question on 

community development, he replied BASUG can help community development and financial 

literacy. BASUG has produced some documentary on these which can help us to understand. 

To say about on community development, he said that it is the development of the inherent 

capacity of the village, city of the particular migrant who needs to contribute to the process 

actively. Personal or collective actions can be applied to the process of the community 

development. Such as fund raising, implementing a work which the community people can 

actively participate. So migrants living abroad have duties to participate in the total 

development of his/her community. They have to pay back to their societies from which they 

are belong to. Dr. Dee replied in the question of stock market that one have to be careful in 

investing the money. She advised to invest on good category shares, not targeting the bad 

category one. Mr. Kabir replied on the security issues that most countries have these problem 

of illegal killing so we are not out of it. But Bangladesh is progressing much to become a 

middle income country and ensuring sustainable development. Government has ensured the 

development of the garment sector and also the labor payment with the minimum required 



amount with three bonus in a year. Dr. Choudhury relied on corruption issues, where he said 

that 100% corruption is not true. He said that government has made a Welfare fund for the 

migrants which can contribute to their needs. Mr. Maruf asked question on access to financial 

literacy in the rural areas and also provide services to them. Mr. Kamruzzaman said that early 

education is his project in Bangladesh which is running successfully and run by a Bangladesh 

expatriate, corruption in the appointment in job is a problem in Bangladesh, he added. Mr. 

Barua said, the word “illegal migrant” should be avoided because human being can’t be 

illegal. Mr. Choudhury said that Bangladesh has increased the capacity of polytechnic 

technical institute from 80 thousands to 150 thousands including the women polytechnics.  
 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

This workshop in Bonn, Germany got wide media attention (both printing and electronic) 

Bangladesh, Italy, France and  Germany. ATN News broadcast the video report on the 

workshop.  

 

The news of the event was also covered by the following online news media:  

 

1.  Online Bangla news portal Hollywood Bangla News from the USA published the news 

here 

http://hollywoodbanglanews.com/news/33324.html 

 

2. Bangla news portal Nobokontho from France published the news here  

http://www.nobokontho.com/?p=6777  

 

3. Online news portal Shomoy News reported this program here 

http://www.shomoynews.com/?p=12599 

 

4. Online news portal News Organ from Sylhet Bangladesh reported here  

http://newsorgan24.com/detail/12419 

 

5. Online News Network published the news here- 

http://goo.gl/wnVXJ2   

  

6. Online news portal Karu News from Dhaka, Bangladesh covered the news here-  

http://goo.gl/K97okz   

 

7. Online news portal Our Voice from Köln, Germany published the news in this link in 

Bengali language:  

http://bit.ly/1YtZHKY  

 

8. Online news portal Our Voice from Köln, Germany published the news in this link in 

English language:  

http://bit.ly/1kTiAc5  

 

(Report By: Trisa Khan and Monirul Hasan, Volunteers, BASUG) 

 

 

( Together we can make this world a better place to live – BASUG ) 
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