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BASUG Workshop in Cologne on "Jute instead of
Plastic"
Cologne, June 23 2018: In order to promote jute products in the German market and among the consumers a
daylong BASUG workshop was held on Saturday in Ehrenfeld Citizen Centre in Cologne. Bangladesh
Ambassador in Germany
Imtiaz Ahmed inaugurated
the workshop as chief
guest. Member of NRW
State Assembly Berivan
Aymaz and Mayor of the
Cologne City Dr. Ralf
Heinen addressed the
occasion as special guests,
while BASUG Chairman
Bikash Chowdhury Barua
chaired the opening
session. Project Coordinator of BASUG Germany Hossain Abdul Hai conducted the opening session.
Speakers in the workshop stressed on the avoiding plastic products and introducing of jute products as
alternative to plastic not only for the sake of Germany, but also to save the soil, air, water and above all the
environment in the whole earth. They also called upon the people of all corners to avoid plastic and to adopt
not only jute, but also other alternatives like paper, clothes, steel, iron products instead of harmful plastic
items.
In his speech, chief guest Bangladesh ambassador Imtiaz Ahmed said, Environment is now very important
issue not only for the human beings, rather for all creatures including animals and plants in the whole world
and plastic is affecting the environment so much, that the initiative of promoting jute as an alternative is very
timely effort. Moreover, Bangladeshi scientists have recently invented the bio-plastic products from jute and
if it is worldwide introduced,
we will get rid of the curse of
plastic to a large extent, he
added.
Special Guest Mayor of
Cologne City Dr. Ralf Heinen
said, the increased use of
products made from natural
fibres such as jute can help
reduce the spread of plastic products. Bangladesh is a leading producer of raw jute. Even the city of Cologne
is fully aware of plastic’s impact on the earth, he added. As such, the city has recently launched an initiative
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that aims at cutting the amount of single-use cups for on-the-go coffee buyers. Only together the two
countries, linked to each other by fair trade relationships, can be able to ensure worldwide sustainable
development.
Special Guest Member of NRW State Assembly Berivan Aymaz said, plastic is a threat to our planet. The
use of plastic bags leads to dangers for both human health and environment. For these reasons, finding a
substitute for plastic is increasingly important. Eco-friendly materials like jute can easily substitute plastic
and making the world more sustainable. Finally, Bangladesh, one of the largest raw-jute producers, can
represent a respectable
example to follow by the
other countries.
BASUG Member and
former Scientific
Researcher of the
Applied University of
Bonn-Rhein-Sieg,
Khurshid Hassan said in
his Research Report on
“Jute instead of plastic in
NRW”, people are not
fully aware and have no
knowledge of the harmful effect of plastic products. Jute and other materials should be therefore made
available in the market in a competitive price and quality in order to encourage people to choice non-plastic
items. Moreover, there is a big gap of information and a lacking of non-plastic campaign and awareness
raising activities in NRW.
The workshop was organized under the project “Jute instead of plastic” with the support from Foundation
Environment and Development SUE NRW. German-based online media outlet Our Voice was the media
partner of the event. The research report on the trend and orientation of the people living in NRW about jute
and plastic was presented by Khurshid Hassan. The keynote paper introduced by Prof Dr Dr Enamul Hoque
emphasizes the urgency to ban or restrict plastic productions. Effective preventive measures and substitutes
like jute are necessary.
The panel discussion
moderated by the General
Secretary of BASUG
Germany Dr M M Islam,
was addressed by Prof Dr
Dr Enamul Hoque from
Helmholtz Research
Centre, Munich, Dr Syed
Masum Ahmed
Chowdhury, Commercial
Counselor of Bangladesh
Embassy in Berlin and
Director Overseas of Jutetex Bangladesh M K Ibrahim. Among others Professor Dr Sirajul Islam, President
of German Awami League A K M Bashirul Alam Chowdhury Sabu, President of Bangabandhu Foundation
Germany Younus Ali Khan, Vice President of House of Integration Nurul Islam, Former Acting Head of
Bengali Department of Deutsche Welle Abdus Sattar, popular singer Abdul Munim, Official of Bengali
Department of DW Nurunnahar Sattar, Artist Maruf Ahmed, Dr M. Rabiul Hosen, Postdoctoral Researcher
2

in the University Hospital Bonn, Jute Importer Riyadh Tanveer, Social and Climate Activist Snigdha Bulbul
and Project Officer of ASG Munima Sultana took part in the discussion. EddA Africa, Seraji Foundation, For
the Kids Sake, Vamos teams and artist Mir Zabeda Yeasmin exhibited their jute products, no-plastic posters
and paintings on the issue in the side-line of the event.

Migration Laboratory in Quito: Towards a Migration
that benefits all
The 3rd meeting of the ‘Migration Laboratory’ was held in Quito, capital of Ecuador from 10 to 13 May
2018. Commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, the
Migration Laboratory is convened by the GIZ Sector Project Migration and Development and the Global
Leadership Academy. It brings together 33 thought leaders from the civil society, diaspora, private sector
and governments of 18 different countries in order to enable new perspectives and to facilitate the cocreation of ideas and innovative practices towards a migration that benefits all actors in society. The
countries from where experts were selected include: Bangladesh, Egypt, Germany, Greece, Indonesia,
Mexico, Moldova, Morocco, the Philippines, Sweden and Switzerland. BASUG was represented by its
Chairman, Bikash Chowdhury Barua.
The theme of this
third four-day
meeting was
TOGETHER
SUPPORT AND
TRACK
implementation
progress of
proposals. Based
on the first
meeting’s topic
TOGETHER
UNDERSTAND
and the second
meeting’s objective
TOGETHER
INITIATE
PROPOSALS, the
meeting in Quito
allowed
participants to
concretize their
proposals in the context of migration and development and to think ahead on their proposals’
implementation.
The Migration Lab aims mainly at five major objectives: 1.To engage critically with the challenges and
potentials of ensuring that migration is beneficial for all actors in society 2. To bring diverse interests in the
migration system into dialogue and support a better understanding of mutual perspectives 3. To encourage
cross-sectoral collaboration and new forms of cooperation on concrete change initiatives tackling critical
issues in the field 4. To foster a global network of change agents 5. To impact upon national and global
discourse on migration and development.
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The outcome of this Lab meeting in Quito was the concretization of the 7 Project Proposals that aim at
putting the objectives of the Global Compact for Migration (GCM) and the migration-related goals of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development into action. The 7 Groups were: Economic Energy Group,
GCM7GMFD/Post Migration Laboratory Group, Migration Intelligence Group, Narrative Group,
Reded/Global Academy on Migration and Development Group, Protection Umbrella Group, Capacity
Building Group. The proposals tackle the issues of reintegration, public narratives, protection for vulnerable
migrants, migration data collection and analysis as well as the involvement of the private sector. They will be
presented at the 11th Summit Meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) in
Marrakesh in December 2018. Some members of the Migration Laboratory are expected to attend the GFMD
in Marrakesh.
In order to get to the concretization of the proposals, Lab offered a space to together reflect on how the
proposal groups proceeded during the second bridge, the time between Rabat and Quito. Furthermore, the
groups developed common criteria for a successful project proposal. On the second day, the Lab visited the
Department for Human Mobility of the Province Pichincha and the Mayor’s office of the municipality of
Pedro Moncayo in order to engage in dialogue with local migration experts and practitioners and to gain
insights into the Ecuadorian migration reality and gain inspirations for their work and proposals. The third
day focused on refining the proposals by discussing their purpose and value in the field of migration and
development and hence the GCM as well as the 2030 Agenda. On the fourth day, the groups presented their
proposals and discussed about the next steps towards the GFMD Summit in Marrakesh in December 2018.
(Reported by Chiara Paccapeli)

BASUG’s project on ‘Empowering women to adapt
climate change effects in Nepal
July 4: BASUG has started a project in Nepal titled, “Empowering women to adapt climate change effects
for sustainable growth” with support from the German development agency, Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. The project which started in March 2018 is going on as per
planned, according the interim narrative report sent by the BASUG’s local partner, SOLVE Nepal.
The key objectives of the Project are: a) to create awareness and sensitize the issues of climate change and its
effects on their livelihood among cooperative women members, the most vulnerable group (the poor and
marginalized women) and policy makers of Local Level Planners. B) assist to adopt new strategies for crop
production strategies with enhancing weather information service, engage Nepalese migrants in Germany to
transfer their knowledge for awareness and adaptation to impacts of climate change in their country. ‘Some
of the photos of the on-going project.
Photos from left: massive lanslide during field
visit and the rest project activities in Nepal.
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The Project has been developed keeping in mind a number of SDGs such as #2 (zero hunger), #4 (quality
education), #8 (decent work) and economic growth), #13(climate action), #15(life on land) and
#17(partnership to achieve for the SDGs).

Under this Project a 15-minutes long Documentary
Film covering climate hazard, alternative
agricultural approaches and impact on women in village and semi-urban areas of Lalitpur district of Nepal.
The film will be screened as training tools during the workshops and trainings in Nepal in the coming
months. (Report by Chiara Paccapeli.BASUG)

UN Proclaims 16 June as Int Day of Family Remittances
On 12 June 2018, during its 95th plenary meeting of its 72nd Session, the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) adopted by acclamation the Resolution (A/RES/72/281) proclaiming 16 June as the International
Day of Family Remittances (IDFR).
The International Day of
contributions of millions of
families and to create a future
– the money that is sent home
million people and are a major
half of these flows go to rural
are concentrated.

Family Remittances recognizes the
migrants to improve the lives of their
of hope for their children. Remittances
by migrants – help to sustain 800
contributor to development. Almost
areas, where poverty and hunger

The IDFR was acknowledged
year, in addition to the
UNGA, many UN agencies,
sector entities have also

at the GFRID 2018. Furthermore, this
adoption of the IDFR Resolution by the
international organizations and private
endorsed the Day.

Find more information about the IFDR on the dedicated pages: IFAD | United Nations or contact:
idfr@ifad.org for further information.

Countries to achieve SDGs amid mounting global challenges
A fast-changing climate, conflict, inequality, persistent pockets of poverty and hunger and rapid urbanization
are challenging countries’ efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), according to UN
DESA’s report launched in New York on 20 June. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018 found
that conflict and climate change were major contributing factors leading to growing numbers of people
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facing hunger and forced displacement, as well as curtailing progress towards universal access to basic water
and sanitation services.
For the first time in more than a decade, there are now approximately 38 million more hungry people in the
world, rising from 777 million in 2015 to 815 million in 2016. According to the report, conflict is now one
of the main drivers of food insecurity in 18 countries. In 2017, the world experienced the costliest North
Atlantic hurricane season on record, driving the global economic losses attributed to the disasters to over
$300 billion. At the same time, the Report found that more people are leading better lives than they were just
a decade ago. The proportion of the world’s workers living with their families on less than 1.90 per person a
day declined significantly over the past two decades, falling from 26.9 per cent in 2000 to 9.2 per cent in
2017. The under-five mortality rate dropped by almost 50 per cent and in the least developed countries, the
proportion of population with access to electricity has more than doubled between 2000 and 2016. However,
in 2015, 2.3 billion people still lacked even a basic level of sanitation service and 892 million people
continued to practice open defecation. In 2016, there were 216 million cases of malaria compared to 210
million cases in 2013 and close to 4 billion people were left without social protection in 2016. UN UnderSecretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Liu Zhenmin said “Transitioning towards more
sustainable and resilient societies also requires an integrated approach that recognizes that these challenges—
and their solutions—are interrelated.”
As the global community moves forward to achieve the SDGs and address existing challenges, reliable,
timely, accessible and disaggregated data is critically needed. This requires technology and innovation,
increased resources and political commitment to build strong data and statistical systems in all countries.
(Courtesy: UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs)

134m Bangladeshis in vulnerable climate hotspots, 14% per
capita GDP fall likely: WB
Effects of climate change, like rise in temperature and rainfall, will cause a 14.4 percent fall in per capita
GDP of Bangladeshis living in vulnerable climate hotspots by 2050 if no action is taken to tackle the issue,
according to a World Bank report. The loss will amount to $1.71 billion, the World Bank said in the report –
South Asia’s Hotspots: The Impact of Temperature and Precipitation Changes on Living Standards –
released on Thursday.
The report analyzed two scenarios - “climate sensitive”, based on collective action by nations to limit
greenhouse gas emissions, and “carbon intensive”, which assumes no action on climate change. The 14.4
percent fall in income is projected under the carbon intensive scenario. Under climate sensitive scenario, the
fall in per capita GDP of the Bangladeshis
living in the vulnerable climate hotspots will be
6.7 percent by 2050, or total $59 billion in
financial terms. In Bangladesh, the report said,
Chattogram Division emerges as the most
vulnerable to changes in average weather,
followed by Barisal and Dhaka divisions.
The 10 districts topping the list of vulnerable to
climate change ones are Cox’s Bazar,
Bandarban, Chattogram, Rangamati, Noakhali,
Feni, Khagrhachharhi, Barguna, Bagerhat and
Satkhira. More than 800 million people now
live in areas predicted to become moderate-to-severe “hotspots”, or affected areas, by 2050 under the carbon
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intensive scenario, with India accounting for almost three quarters of them, the report said. Dhaka, Karachi,
Kolkata, and Mumbai— urban areas that are home to more than 50 million people—face a substantial risk of
flood-related damage over the next century, according to the report.
Although low-lying coastal areas in Chattogram have received a lot of attention in Bangladesh due to
weather events, hill tracts in the division also emerge as vulnerable to changes in average weather. Over the
years, the hill tracts have become hotspots for outbreaks of vector-borne diseases. In addition, deforestation
and hill-cutting have affected the hill slopes considerably, resulting recently in major landslides and
destruction of property, the report said. Cox’s Bazar has gone through a major environmental upheaval in
recent years and is now also embroiled in a social crisis due to the influx of Rohingya refugees from
neighbouring Myanmar, it added. For Bangladesh, the report suggests that enhancing opportunities in the
non-agricultural sector could potentially reduce the effect of changes in average weather on living standards.
Climate change specialist Professor Ainun Nishat, however, is not too worried about the World Bank
predictions because Bangladesh has made a lot of progress in terms of preparedness. Questioning the World
Bank predictions, Prof Ainun said, “There is no specific trend of what will happen in next two to three
decades. They (World Bank) say many things based on some assumptions, such as our entire coast will be
filled with salty water which will enter up to Gopalganj, leading rice production to drop. But is it actually
happening?” “Yes, it’s true that a big cyclone will cause much damage, but we have started raising the
heights of the dams and making shelters,” he said. According to him, 70 to 80 percent areas of Bangladesh
have dams to control floods. (Courtesy: bdnews24.com)

Critical time to welcome refugees, says UN rights expert
The world must act now to help those forced to leave their homes by overwhelming circumstances,
according to a UN rights expert. In a statement to mark World Refugee Day, the UN special rapporteur on
minority issues, Fernand de Varennes, urged people to support action to help refugees, including education,
shelter and training for work. On World Refugee Day, he said, they focus on the respect and deference owed
to the strength,
resilience and courage
shown by each refugee
during her or his
individual journey,
according to a message
received from Geneva.
‘We must now act on
our common feelings of
empathy and solidarity
and do everything in
our power to unite
humanity against hatred
and conflict,’
saidVarennes. He said
human dignity can be
attained by respecting
neighbours including the
minorities among them.
‘To attain human dignity, by all and for all, ongoing commitment by governments towards the respect of
human rights is fundamental.’
The recent rise in tragedies across the globe has increased refugee populations, which has subsequently led to
polarised ideologies around the world. ‘As such, it is a critical time to welcome refugees with deference and
a time for us to unite in diversity. We must all acknowledge the dignity of refugees and their human rights. ’
In June 2016, the UN Refugee Agency launched the #WithRefugees petition that pursues commitment by
governments to education for refugee children, safe shelter for refugee families, and the freedom for refugees
to contribute to their society by working or developing new skills. ‘I invite you to take action by joining
nearly two million other people who have already signed the #WithRefugees petition to support this
initiative, along with refugees around the world,’ saidVarennes. (Courtesy:UNB)
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35 Bangladeshis NRB receive CIP status
Thirty five non-resident Bangladeshis have been awarded the Commercially Important Person (CIP) status
for their outstanding contributions to the country’s economy. Of them, 29 received the CIP status for
remitting the highest amount of foreign currency, and six others for importing products into Bangladesh.
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment Minister
Nurul Islam handed over CIP cards to them at the Abacus
Convention Centre at Eskaton in Dhaka on Tuesday.
According to the CIP list, 13 were elected from the UAE,
six from Oman, three each from the UK and Qatar and
one each from Australia, Singapore, Japan and Hong
Kong.
The CIPs are playing a vital role in the overall
development of the country, the minister said, urging
them to step forward to solve the problems of other Bangladeshis abroad. (Courtesy: Dhaka Tribune)

Diaspora demands pro-liberation High Commission
The British-Bangladeshi diaspora has demanded that the High Commission in London along with offices in
Manchester and Birmingham should be overhauled and staffed with pro-liberation forces. After the
withdrawal of Deputy High Commissioner Khandker M. Talha following a report in the Asian Age, which
reflected his total ignorance when
BNP activists attacked the London
mission in February and
dishonoring Bangabandhu, surprised
many and praised Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for the prompt action.
The British-Bangladeshis
demanded that all appointments to
this important capital and other
cities must be made carefully so that
such unacceptable behavior like
Khandker Talha is not repeated.
Several journalists were quietly
dropped from the high commission
list, which was prepared by former
Press Minister Nadeem Qadir, in line
with upholding the spirit of the
Liberation War. Belal and few others,
including this writer, suddenly
found they were not getting any
information or invitations from the
high commission. This did not go
well with many in the diaspora,
especially journalists in Britain and
left many unanswered questions.
The withdrawn deputy high
commissioner allegedly dropped
some ruling Awami League activists
whimsically, who rejoiced on the
news that he would leave London
soon. London is important not only for bilateral trade and other relations with Britain but acting Chairman of
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Tarique Rahman lives here in exile and is carrying out his antigovernment politics. (Courtesy: Daily Asianage)
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Few Bangladeshi diaspora registered with WEWB
Since June 9, 2017 only 4,904 non-resident Bangladeshis living in 10 countries got themselves registered
with the Wage Earners Welfare Board of the government, according to officials. The government efforts to
get Bangladeshi Diaspora registered drew poor response due to low credibility of the government’s plans and
initiatives. Bangladeshi diaspora in the US told New Age that the government initiative lacked credibility
and was taken ‘unnecessarily.’ In Jeddah 1,606 Bangladeshis got themselves registered with the WEWB, the
highest from any foreign city. In Riyadh 1,291 Bangladeshis got themselves registered with the WEWB, said
Board officials in Bangladesh. In Rome 680 Bangladeshis while in Milan 781 of them got themselves
registered with the WEWB. In Athens 387 Bangladeshis, in Dubai 69, in Canberra 30, in Cairo 29, in Kuwait
City 22, in Abu Dhabi four and three in Male got themselves registered, said officials quoting reports sent by
Bangladesh missions. One each in Madrid and Muscat also got registered while many others in those cities
showed no interest over it.
All the 13 cities were visited by Bangladesh officials led by at times the Expatriates Welfare Minister Nurul
Islam, BSc, and occasionally led by Secretary Nomita Halder and also by the WEWB director general Gazi
Mohammad Julhash. At least 15 other cities were also visited by high level Bangladesh delegations spending
money of the Wage Earners’ Welfare Board but none living in those cities showed any interest to get
themselves registered. Wage Earners’ Welfare Fund was created with hard earned money of poor
Bangladeshi workers living abroad. At least 1.15 crore Bangladeshi Diaspora live in 166 foreign countries,
mostly in the Middle East.
Bangladeshis living abroad blasted the government for wasting the workers’ hard earned money on unproductive trips by high-powered government delegations on the pretext of motivating the Bangladeshi
diaspora to get registered with the Wage Earners’ Welfare Board paying the registration fee equivalent to Tk
3,500 in foreign currency per head. Educated and well placed diaspora member showed zero interest in the
official campaign due what they called its ‘low credibility’. Migrants’ rights campaigner and WARBE
Development Foundation secretary general Faruque Ahmed said that diaspora members lost their interest to
even visit Bangladesh due to their own experience with the shoddy conduct of the authorities. Film4Peace
Foundation’s executive director Pervez Siddiqui said it was totally unjustifiable for the officials to spend
welfare board’s funds on unproductive foreign trips. (Courtesy: New Age Bangladesh)

Malaysia on hire Bangladesh workers after report on ring
Malaysian newspaper The Star said in a report on Friday that a syndicate spearheaded by the Bangladeshi
businessman made 2 billion ringgit by smuggling over 100,000 workers in only two years. Later, Human
Resources Minister M Kulasegaran told The Star the government has halted the system along with the 10
companies, which are part of the syndicate. The minister told the newspaper that the suspension will last
until a full investigation has been completed into allegations that the syndicate was operating the system as a
human trafficking scheme to exploit the workers.
Until then, Malaysia would go back to the old system so that the application process could be managed by
the government, he added. “The previous administration managed the whole recruitment process like a
business aimed at benefiting certain individuals,” Kulasegaran alleged, describing the whole process “a total
mess”, according to The Star. He also said discussions were ongoing at various levels on the matter. “I
believe we will be able to find a solution soon,” The Star quoted him as saying.
Zahangir Alam, a spokesman for the Ministry of Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment in
Bangladesh, told bdnews24.com that they send workers to Malaysia through 10 agencies. “All the agents live
in Bangladesh,” he told bdnews24.com’s Golam Mujtaba Dhruba. Zahangir said he read The Star report on
9

the syndicate exploiting workers, but did not know the Bangladeshi businessman named in it. Another
official of the ministry, requesting anonymity, told bdnews24.com: “A person called ‘Amin’ used to send
people a long time ago.” He said he heard Amin using connections with ministers and MPs in Malaysia had
designated the 10 agencies in Bangladesh for recruitment of workers.
The Star said in the report the Bangladeshi businessman in question had set up the new online registration
system called Sistem Perkhidmatan Pekerja Asing (SPPA), the only one that can be used to hire Bangladeshi
workers. Through SPPA operated by a private company called Bestinet Sdn Bhd, even the employers have to
pay RM 305 for each worker, according to the report. The newspaper said its investigation revealed the
Bangladeshi workers looking to land jobs in Malaysia paid RM 20,000 each to the smuggling syndicate
spearheaded by the Bangladeshi businessman for work permit approvals and flight tickets from 2016. Before
the SPPA was set up, the Bangladeshi workers only paid between RM 7,000 and RM 8,000 each, Kannan
told the newspaper. Migrant workers from the other countries only needed to pay some RM 2,500 to be hired
in Malaysia, the newspaper said. Due to his strong political influence in both Malaysia and Bangladesh, the
businessman with connections in the Malaysian home ministry was also instrumental in getting the two
countries to sign a
government-to-government
agreement in 2016, the
report said.
The agreement gave the 10
companies from
Bangladesh the right to
recruit migrant workers for
Malaysia, according to the
report. Without naming the
Bangladeshi mastermind in
his late 40s behind the
syndicate, who was married
to a Malaysian for more
than 15 years, the source
told the newspaper the
“Datuk Seri also shares a
portion of the money he makes with politicians and government staff from both countries.” The Star has not
revealed the name of the Bangladeshi businessman, but the name of Aminul Islam Bin Abdul Nor, a ‘Datuk
Seri’ and director of Bestinet, has been in discussion in Malaysia for past few days. Malaysia started
investigating him after the change of government recently. Local media reported that Dato Amin
strengthened his syndicate by bribing ministers, MPs and officials of former Prime Minister Najib Razak’s
administration. Former deputy prime minister Zahid Hamidi, who is heading Razak’s party after the former
prime minister resigned as party chief, is accused by the media of aiding Amin. Incumbent Home Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin had met Amin once, Malaysian media reported recently, but Yassin has denied
theallegation. (Courtesy: bdnews24.com)

Terror and immigration: dominate Europe
Worries about immigration and terrorism dominated people’s minds, revealing how the agenda in Europe
today is fundamentally different from earlier decade, a YouGov survey stated. This is not surprising. Since
2014, the EU has been struggling – some would say failing - to deal with the refugee crisis. This also
coincided with a succession of major Islamist terror attacks which in the minds of many voters have linked
worries over border security with more existential threats to physical security.
In his book After Europe, Ivan Krastev warned that the refugee crisis would be a game-changer for the EU; a
watershed moment that would expose entrenched value divides between East and West. He also said it would
leave majorities feeling intensely anxious about unprecedented and seemingly uncontrolled flows of
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newcomers and believing that the crisis is due to a conspiracy between cosmopolitan-minded elites and
tribal-minded immigrants. He was not wrong. Europe’s new issue agenda is clearly now having profound
political effects that are only just emerging into the light. Three trends are especially important.
The first has been rising support for an assortment of national populists –from the League in Italy to the
Austrian Freedom Party. Elections in Sweden later this year may see another peak, with the formerly neoNazi Sweden Democrats currently sitting on more than 20 per cent in the polls (at the last election they took
13 per cent). Crucially, the mainstream has also signalled its willingness to work with the party, a symbol of
how the ‘cordon sanitaire’ that was once imposed on populists is breaking down across much of the
continent. Second, many centre-right parties have sensed the changing winds and adjusted accordingly by
shifting further right on migration and integration. In Germany, the meteoric rise of the Alternative for
Germany (AfD) and an impending state election in Bavaria contribute to Chancellor Angela Merkel coming
under unprecedented pressure from her Christian Social Union (CSU) allies to change direction and start
turning refugees away. With two-thirds of German voters telling pollsters they back a more restrictive stance

the days of Merkel’s more liberal stance are now over. Third, the new mood is giving way to a new alliance
of parties and states that are uniting to push back against what you might call ‘liberal’ Europe. Italy, Austria,
Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovenia are all today led by figures who talk regularly and want
to implement a more conservative approach to borders and security. None of these trends look set to
disappear in the short-term. On the contrary, it may be that we are witnessing the beginnings of a far more
fundamental realignment in Europe. (Courtesy: Telegraph UK).
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No VAT on remittance: NBR
In a statement, NBR said it is being spread out on social media that Value Added Tax (VAT) has been
imposed on the remittance in the 2018-19
fiscal year. “It’s completely false and
rumour,” it said. Besides, State Minister
for Foreign Affairs M Shahriar Alam
today urged the Bangladeshis living
abroad not to pay heed to any rumour
saying no VAT or tax is imposed on
remittance, UNB adds. "There was no
such discussion. Don't pay heed to
rumour," he said amid rumours that the
government has proposed tax on
remittance.
There is a planned effort to spread confusion among the expatriates over the issue, he said in a Facebook
status. The state minister laid emphasis on disseminating correct information among the expatriates instead
of creating any confusion with false news. Earlier, a video went viral in which it was seen a Bangladeshi,
who claimed to be from Malaysia, sharply criticised Finance Minister AMA Muhith for what he says
imposing so-called tax and VAT on the income of expatriates.(Courtesy: The Daily Star)

London- A delegation of Centre for NRB led by M S Shekil Chowdhury recently met the Chairman of Board
of Revenue Mr. Mosharraf Hossain Bhuyan regarding Tax issues of Non Resident Bangladeshi.

“Together we can make this world a better place to live”
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