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2030 – challenges and needs



The GLAC Community members are sharing their  
thoughts on challenges and needs of the international 
cooperation in the implementation of the Agenda 2030  
and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

A global, multi-stakeholder perspective on international 
development cooperation is crucial for achieving  
the set goals of the Agenda 2030. Therefore, the Global 
Leadership Academy (GLAC) has established a worldwide 
community of change-makers from diverse backgrounds  
and different sectors.

17 global goals one global community



The main challenge(s) 

 “No single SDG can be achieved minus a strong  
and effective global partnership.” 
    Bikash Chowdhury, 
                        Dutch civil society representative

Lack of commitment and lack of prioritization by 
governments and enterprises as well as missing cooperation 
between stakeholders are main impediments within the 
accomplishment of the SDGs: “One thing is trying to frame 
what you already do as something which is contributing 
to a SDG. A very different effort is to respond to the SDGs 
by changing practices, developing more sustainable and 
equitable products and services and actively managing your 
positive impact”, as Daniel Izzo from the private sector  
in Brazil comments.

Additionally, selfishness, either by nations or on the 
individual level, corruption or the century-old contradiction 
between the ‘Global North’ and the ‘Global South’ are also 
impeding factors. Robert Axelsson, a GLAC Community 
member from the Swedish private sector, summarizes: 
“People do not understand that the situation for all of us 
will improve if no one is left behind.”

Common acknowledgement of the Agenda 2030 and its SDGs 
is of essential importance for a successful implementation. 
Still, there is a need for raising awareness for the Agenda 
2030 and its 17 SDGs. “The fact is that an ordinary citizen 
has no idea what an SDG is. Therefore, I wonder how we will 
even achieve the goals by 2030”, as noted by Elsa D’Silva 
from India.

Divisive issues in today’s development 
cooperation 
Further exploring the before mentioned challenges, 
increased protectionism, self-interest and nationalism, as 
well as issues around partnerships, communications and 
relationship management are causes for divisive debates 
within today’s development cooperation.  
“Making progress on the SDGs requires a level of coordi-
nation between governments and other actors (civil society 
organizations and private sector) that is unprecedented”, 
Elizabeth Maloba, from Kenya, points out. Dominik Hartmann 
from Germany, working in academia, agrees: “We would 
need new global institutions to address new challenges 
posed by digitalization, automation, and global warming. 
Unfortunately, the threats perceived by these developments, 
rather increase nationalism and looking for one’s own 
problems, instead of raising the awareness for inter- 
national collaboration.”

At the same time, global change-makers are critically 
assessing the achievement of the 17 SDGs until 2030. Blair 
Glencorse from the UK, living in the US, raises the following 
thoughts: “The critical issues are included in the goals –  
the key challenge is that many of the goals are contradictory 
within current global realities. For example, economic 
growth and climate action, life below water and life on 
land are currently mutually unachievable given the way our 
economies function and are likely to function until 2030. 
Economic growth will prevent the other goals. We need to 
find ways to ensure our targets reflect realities or this can 
undermine a sense of progress”, referring to the conflict  
of objectives that the SDGs present in the current system.

The most important SDG
When asked to rank the SDGs in a prioritized order, most 

respondents identified SDG 16 “Peace, justice and strong 

institutions” as the most important SDG. “It strengthens 

democracy and human rights, guarantees equality and 

equal sharing of wealth and power and creates a climate 

of stability conducive to sustainable and inclusive 

development”, Mohamed Diop, a Senegalese journalist now 

living in Mauritania, explains his choice.

Further, the importance of SDG 1 “No poverty” is also highly 

valued: “Poverty has been extended not only to large 

populations of the developing countries but as well within 

the developed ones. It causes social exclusion, hinders 

social cohesion and increases criminality and political 

unrest. The raise of nationalism and violence clashes and 

wars (civil ones and regional) is very high. 
The development in such conditions is impossible, as well as 
orderly life, peace and growth”, as Athanasia Ioannou, a Greek 
government representative, declares. Other respondents,  
such as Fidele Mutwarasibo, working in the public sector in 
Ireland, opted for SDG 4 “Quality education”, since “education  
is a bridge that can help in fulfilling the other SDGs.”

Summarizing the answers it becomes clear that respondents 
did not make their choice dependent on their professional 
field. Instead, they focused on broader, all-inclusive SDGs 
that apply in various contexts. Despite the personal ranking 
of the respondents, common agreement shows: “There is 
not a single most important (SDG), and thinking there is, is 
probably one of the biggest obstacles. The key opportunity 
of the SDGs is to provide each actor with a personalized 
pathway to all of them. (…) But try and select one or two  
as the globally most important will be counterproductive”, 
as David Obura from Kenya, concludes.

In a nutshell 

 “By mainstreaming development cooperation across  
the supply chain and value chain of business, aligning 
this with civil society initiatives and backing a  
commonality of objectives and goals, such as the  
SDGs with appropriate government policies is one  
sure way to effect true cooperation that leaves  
no one behind.” 
         Dr. Ndidi Nnoli-Edozien,  
              Nigerian social entrepreneur

What are the main conclusions for international cooperation 

for sustainable development?

Overall, to put greater emphasis on the complexity and  
the meaning of the variety of the SDGs and the sub targets, 
especially in different contexts. Moreover, increased and 
improved communication on the SDGs is crucial to raise 
awareness among the public in general and to eradicate  
the lack of acknowledgement.

This in turn requires personal commitment from individuals 
and collective action of diverse societal actors and 
institutions. The outcomes also provide expert reassurance 
for the importance of spaces for personal and collective 
development, for listening and strengthening mutual 
understanding, as well as building trustful cooperation to let 
new ideas emerge on how to address the global challenges 
of our times.
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